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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 1783. 


HE expectations of the public having been 

| very mach excited by the EAST TNDIA 
| * [REFORM BILL, an immenſe 'concqurſe 

of people aſſembled in the paffages and lobby of 
the Houſe of Commons, waiting with the greateſt 
impatience for the 'diſcuſſion of one of the moſt 
important queſtions that has been agitated in the 
Britiſh Parliament for theſe many years. In the 
deciſion of a queſtion: of ſuch vaſt magnitude, th. 
curioſity of the public was juſtly excited, for i 
e che wiſhes of adminiftra- 
tion, fome it will ſtrike deeply at the root 
of the Conſtiiution, and be the means of 'eftabliſh- 
ing that mode of deſpotiſm and corruption, which 
muſt abways be the abhorrenee and deteſtation of 
every free · born 9 we ig wiſh, therefore, 
to preſent. $0 the public 2 candid and impartial ac- 
wei, of the 9 Eaſt Fadia buſineſs, a ir mutt 
be obvious to every perſon of the leaſt penetration, 
that ſome of the News-papers are not uo the chan- 
nels of truth Ri hong eb fi is too plain that 


they yield to the Auri ſarra Fanes, which is likely 
co overthrow the malt beautiful and ſalurary conſtie- 
cution. e de 
As it was naturally expected that the diſcuſſion 
of the India affairs would take up a long time, the 
1 . | Speaker 
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Speaker took the chair ſooner than uſual, and dil. 
patched à great deal * buſineſs before three 


„ 


N 
. 


The 421K PETITION Te” ths INDIA x 


BILL. 


Ades, was given, that the Sheriffs of the 
City of London were without, wiſhing to preſent 
a petition from the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, Com- 
mon Council, and Merchants of the City, praying 
that the Bill at preſent pending before Farliament, 
might not. paſs into a Jaw. | The following | is the | 
ſubſt nce of the petitionn 
4 That the petitioners ane by FA votes, 
that a bill was depending before the Houſe for 
veſting the affairs of the Eaſt India Company in 
certain Commiſſioners; for the benefit of the Pro- 
prietors and the Public; and that the ſaid Bill, 


which directs a ſeizure and confiſcation of powers, 
privileges, and property, granted by Charter, ſe- 


cured and, Abe Maes by vatious Acts of Parliament, 
hath exceedlogly alarmed the Petitioners, and raiſed 
their fears — apprehenſions at ſo unconſtitutional 
a meaſure; and, therefore, prayed that ou ſaid 
Bill might. not paſs into a law.“. 


As ſoon as the petition was read by Mr: Hatſell, 
the Clerk, - 

Sir Watkin Lewes roſe, and after briefly telling 
the opinion which his conſtituents had of the Bill, 
as dangerous to the liberties of a free people, he 
moved, that the petition do lie on the table for the 
inſpection of the Members; which was unapimouſly | 
agreed to. 
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Mhicb tales the Management of | the! Territories 
and Commerce of the Baſt from tbe Court of 
Proprietors and Directort, and inveſts it in 
tbe Hands 'of Seven Commiſſioners appoint P ed 


by the Miniſtry. _ 
2 a : 7 


| | INDIA. PAPERS. relative to the SUBJ ECT. | 


Mr. Secretary "Fox roſe, and after a few words, 
moved, that the Treaſuty Minutes on the applica- 
tion of the Eaſt India Company, ſome months ago, 
for relief, ſhould be produced, and laid before the 


Houſe: * 


Tord Mabon, with an honeſt warmth , expreſſed | 
his aſtoniſhment at the Right Honourable Secre- 


tary's conduct in moving for papers of ſuch con- 
ſequence at this ſtage of the buſineſs, when the Bill 
was about to be read a ſecond time: Why not 
make à motion of that kind ſooner, in order that 
the Hquſe might receive all the information which 
poſſibly" could be given, before they entered on a 
debate of ſuch vaſt magnitude and concern? This 
was furely acting unfairly, and was conſonant to 
the ideas of a certain claſs of gentlemen,” who 
wiſhed to huddle up every thing, and to (conceal 
objects of weight and importance from the inveſ- 
tigation of the Houſe and the public. If theſe mi- 
nutes were. neceſſary, as illuſtrative of the ſubject, 
why did not the Right Honourable Secretary act 
manly and candidly on the occaſion, by calling for 

them at a more ſeaſonable period? Or, if the 
were not of any conſequence, and would throw no 
| 197 free 
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new light on the ſubject, he judiciouſly obſerved, 
that the production of them would be altggether 


unneceſſary, as the Houſe could very eafily diſ- 


penſe with papers which contained no new infor- 


mation. They had plenty af papers already before 
them, if in ſome partial ſtatements, — — 


d ccounts, there could be camprehended a ſyffici- 
eocy of evidence. He wiſhed that the Miniſtry 
would recollect, that this was nat the time ſor tam- 


pering with the underſtandings of the people, by 

attempting to lull their ſenſes aſleep, when the 
people were groaning under difficulties unknown in 
former times, and when a right ſenſe of their wrongs 


\ 


might rauſe up a juſt indignation. againſt their 
wanton appreſlors. Lb Ea 2 
Mr. Secretary Fax apologized to the pohly Lord 
for not calling for the Minutes of the Treaſury 
ſooner, by obſerving that they did not appear to 
him to contain intelligenee of great moment; but 
ſince ohjectiona had been made to his ſtatement of 
the Company's funds, which was lately given to 
the Hoyle, he thought it neceſfary to move for the 
production of every paper which could convey the 
leaſt information on the ſubject. It never occurred 
to him that gentlemen would ſtart objections to 
that part, of his argument, and affert that the Com- 
pany, whole affairs had been frequently the ſubject 
of general animadverfipn, were in a better condi- 


tion than they truly were. Some affirmed that 


they were in excellent circumſtances; that they 
were in a flouriſhing ſituatian; but for his part he 

entirely denied the truth of ſuch vague aſſertions, 
and was not aſhamed honeſtly to give his negative 
whenever he heard ſuch fallacious arguments made 
ule of, in order to deceive the credulous multitude. 
He totally diſavowed what had been alledged he 


bad advanced on a former day, that the Company 


were 


1 
3 3 

were eight millions more in debt than they were abls 
to pay; for he only meant ſimply, that they were 

eight millions in debt, without inſinuating that 
they were inſolvent for that ſum, becauſe he never 

believed but what the Eaſt India Company could 
pay ſome ſhare of theſe eight millions ; therefore 
he begged, that gentlemen would never run away 
with the idea that he intended the world ſhould be. 
lieve that the Company were bankrupts for the ſum 
of eight millions. - The Eaſt India Company had' 
publiſhed a paper, which they pretended was a fair 

| ſtatement of their affairs; but which, upon exa- 

_ mination, would appear to contain the moſt glaring 
falſehoods and inconſiſtencies. As this account of 
their finances was full of errors, which he would' 

this evening prove to the Houſe, but he was appre- 

| henſive not to the conviction of all, he therefore, 
as one, muſt beg leave to decline ſubſcribing to the 
contents of it; becauſe it appeared to him, and 
certainly would to the eyes of every man of the 
leaſt diſcernment, that there was an omiſſion or 
miſtatement of articles to the amount of twelve 
millions ſterling. He hoped gentlemen would not 
miſunderſtand him, and run away with any falſe idea, 

He did not mean to prove, that the account in 

queſtion contained deſigned errors, in order ta 

throw a falſe light on the affairs of the Eaſt India 

Company; but he alledged that very rational ob- 

ʒjections could be made to the truth of many of the 
articles contained in this account. He could by 
no means agree to their method of placing the cre- 
dits of the Company, as he apprehended that they 
were either fabulous, or ſo very precarious, that 
they could not be depended on; and he was forry 
they ſhewed every thing in the moſt favourable ſide 
to themſelves, and omitted ſome debts of import- 
ance; he therefore hoped that the Houſe would 
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| n to this diſcovery, becauſe -it would: greatly. 

tend to illuſtrate the ſubject, and facilitate . diſ- 
cuffion, _ 

Lord Mahon earneſtly called upon the attention 
of the Houſe, and wiſhed that gentlemen might 
clearly underſtand the language of the Right Ho- 
nourable Secretary, who now pledged himſelf that 
he would prove palpable errors in the ſtatement of 
the Company's finances, to the amount of twelve 

millions ſterling. He believed, as indeed every, 
other Member of that honourable Aſſembly muſt. 
believe, that this was the real and undiſguiſed 
meaning of the Right Honourable Secretary's 
ſpeech, otherwiſe why did he cavil ſo much about 
errors, by ſaying firſt that black was white, and 
afterwards that white was black. He regretted 
that the Right Honourable Secretary ſhould have 
been fo univerſally miſunderſtood on a former day, 
relative to the bankruptcy of the Company, for he 
ſincerely believed, that every one who heard him 
was of opinion, chat he meant the Company were 
in debt eight millions more than they had any pro- 
perty to anſwer for; but he was happy to hear that. 
the Right Honourable Gentleman had now made 
his recantation in forma, that the world might know 
his real ſentiments; and it was certainly ſtrictly 
parliamentary, and the characteriſtic of a gentleman 

of probity, to acknowledge the truth, . when ir 
could no longer be hidden from the eyes of the 
public. 

Mr. Secretary * profeſſed, that it was very far 
from his inclination at preſent to enter the liſts with 
the laſt noble Lord, concerning a definition of 
the word bankruptcy, although he might be well 
enough inclined to try his Lordſhip's ſkill on that 
topic on any other occaſion of leſs moment. With 
regard to pledging himfelf to prove the-errors al- 
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laded' ta, he diſavowed any infegtians of . 
but again mentioned that there were gmilſy 
miſtatements. in the en 0 b nf of. 
ſum, already ſtated- gag 1 

The motion was Pt agreed to, — Mr. Sherk» 
dan preſented the papers to the Houſes, when Mr. 
Setretary Fox moved, that the ſame di lie on the, 
nn n Was 1 n to. meu! 


— 0 


90 6 N SE L, inſt th . EAST DA 5 
REFORM BILL.” 


The Ny of the day was then called for the be. 
cond reading of the 'Eaft India Reform Bill, and 
hearing counſel againft the ſame, when the follow- 
ing gentlemen, as Counſel, were called to the bar, 
and heard at confiderable length in favour of bee fi 


Proprietors and Directors: 
. the PROPRIETORS, For the Dmrerens. 
Mr. ROUS, Mr. n * 


Mr. DaLLAS. Mr. PLOMER. 


Me. Rous and Mr. Dallas appeared for = 
Company; Mr. Hardinge and Mr, Plomer for 
the Directors. The ſpeeches of theſe learned gen- 
tlemen we could not but ohſerve were far above 
the tone of common pleading. The importance 
of the ſubject had ſo far intereſted their judgment 
and feelings as to baniſh all that formality of bu- 
ſineſs which attends their official; exerciſe. All 
they ſaid appeared the dictates of individuals, plead- 
ing their own particular cauſe in the general cauſe 
of their countiy, No language could be better 
ſuited to the intereſt and importance of the occa- 
ſion than that which accompanied their arguments. 
It may, cherefore, be fairly preſumed that their 
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collected ſentiments contain the moſt obvious and 
unanſwerable arguments that could or can be urged 


againſt the Bill for an arbitrary inveſtment of the 
government of the Company's affairs in Commiſh- 
oners choſen by Parliament. It becomes us, there- 
fore, to give as clear and conciſe an idea of the 


general topics of theſe pleadings as the limits of 
this publication will poſſibly admit. It will be 


abſolutely neceſſary to pay an immediate attention 

to theſe, in order to enter into the extraordinary 
ſpirit of reaſoning of the Right Hon. Secretary in 
reply to theſe learned and ingenious lawyers. 

Mr. Rous adverted to the importance of the 


cauſe in which he appeared, from its own poſitive 


infringement of charter and its relative tendency 
to affect every other chartered company, and to 
all the ſubjects of Great Britain. He declared 
that the ſituation in which he then ſtood was new 
and ſingular. What had hen or could be urged 
againſt his clients ? There muſt be ſome crime, or 


why am I here engaged to mitigate or to remove 


entirely their puniſhment ? Surely, the juſtice of this 
_ Houſe will never proceed to adopt or inflict a pu- 


niſhment, without a preſumption at leaſt of a crime 
having been committed adequate to the nature of 
this puniſhment. What has the Houſe to charge my 
clients with? Let me know their guilt, that l may 


have an opportunity of pleading their innocence. 
For without this poſitive allegation, having no- 


thing to diſprove, I know not how to proceed in 


their defence. I am at a loſs what I am brought 
here to refute: He then pointedly and very parti- 
_ cularly aſked the Speaker, What was the guilt that 
had been imputed to the Eaſt India Company? and 
then pauſed, in ſeeming expectation for an anſwer, 


The Speaker ſaid ; Mr. Rous, you mult. guide 
your pleading by what appears on the face of the 


Bill 


* 


11 
Bill, I am not charged by this Houſe with any 
information to you of any kind whatever. 
Mr. Rous then reſumed immediately his plead- 
ing. He reaſoned againſt the Bill in a general 
view, and upon general principles. The Bill, he 
ſaid, was unjuſt, diſhoneſt, impolitic, and arbitrary. 
It not only invaded public property but alſo viola- 
ted public faith and ſecurity. The management of 
a property was to be torn from its real proprietors. 
The affairs of the Company were to be wreſted 
from their own directors, and committed into the 
management of a dark and lurking cabal, under ſuch 
an influence as ſhould prove 'only intereſting to 
thoſe who held and aſſumed this privilege of ap- 
pointment. This was direct deſpotiſm. And what 
could be more deſtructive to commercial principles 
than being ſubject to the controul of any deſpotic 
authority; . | 5 
As a plea for this moſt violent and deſtructive 
meaſure, it had been repreſented that the Company 
was in a ſtate of abſolute bankruptcy, which would 
not only involve their own ruin, but would affect 
the conſtitutional exiſtence of the whole country. 


He admitted, that a caſe might exiſt in which the 


legiſlature ought to interpoſe for the preſervation 
of the ſtate, and ſacrifice a part for the ſecurity of 
the whole. But ſuch was far from the reality of 
the preſent ſtate of the-circumſtance relative to the 
property and government of India. If the Com- 
pany were bankrupts, or were in danger of ban- 
kruptcy ſo as to threaten the ruin of the kingdom 
with their own fall, he ſhould be filent while he 


deplored the hard neceſſity which might be adopted 


to precipitate their downfall and to fave the king- 
dom. But while he admitted the poſſibility of ſuch 
a caſe, he proved, by undeniable evidence, that 


the affairs of the Company were in no other ſitua- 
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tion than that which the common courſe of events 
might and would retrieve and re-inftate in their 
former flouriſhing condition. The war, he admit- 
ted, had undoubtedly occaſioned great expences to 
the Company. But ſince peace was nearly eſtablih- 
ed with the Mahrattas, ſuch ſavings would be made 
as muſt be ſufficient to pay off every arrear of 
preſent. delinquency. Our ſucceſſes in the Eaſt 
had redeemed our joſſes in the Weſt, ſo as actually 
to furniſh the price and purchaſe of peace. The 
ſituation of our affairs in India are ſuch as every 
perſon of candid examination would find no rea- 
fon to apprehend the Jeaſt danger of the Company's 
bankruptcy. There would be found no danger in 
this caſe. On the contrary, their affairs afforded 
the molt promiſing proſpect of peace, ſecurity, and 
proſperity. He then deſcribed, in the molt juſt 
oint of view, thoſe dangers which muſt ine- 
vitably ariſe from ſuch a precedent as the pre- 
ſent being eſtabliſhed by the adopting this Bill. 
He affirmed, that we might then prepare for repe- 
tition upon repetition of ſuch infractions of pub- 
lic faith and private property, until no more of 
either would be left for miniſterial depredation. 
They would become formal in their familiarity. 
No ſecurity could then be had of privileges granted 
by government, when government ſhould have this 
precedent to recur to whenever they might find it 
their intereſt to violate the rights of the people, 
Parliaments might be continued by way of form; 
but cabal, faction, and influence would ſet the laws 
at defiance, and trample upon all juſtice and pro- 
perty. For What, he asked, is better ſecurity to 
any man than that by which the property of the 
Company has been hitherto ſecured? Has there 
ever been a greater ſecurity found for every ſpe- 
eies for” right, * and Property, than the ſe- 
| curity 


i WS : 
curity of acts of Parliament. Such had been that 
of the Eaſt India Company. He then pointed out 
the particular acts by which their rights had been 
granted for their reſpective ſums of purchaſe. He 
then called two witneſſes, to prove the accounts 
they had then delivered. The one was Samuel 
Nicols for the domeſtic accounts; the other was 
John Annis for the Eaſt India accounts of debts 
and credits, according to the laſt diſpatches and 
the annual revenues in India. In theſe accounts 
were included the extra charge from the firſt of 
March 1781 to 1783, which on calculation amount- 
ed to Z.788,000 more than the peace account. 
 Likewile, that the ſhips now abroad, at a war ex- 
pence, amount to an extra of /. 740,000. The 
ſhips and cargoes loſt were eſtimated at C. 783, 217. 
And the coſt of the three ſhips given by the Com- 
pany to Government was £95,349. He then con- 
cluded, as he had begun, with ſhewing the general 
importance of the Bill that was now agitated ; and 
that the Eaſt India Company, ſhould that Bill paſs 
into a law, would only be the firſt victim of faction 
and a ſpirit of tyranny. "a 


Mr. Dallas made an apology for appearing in 


the character of a pleader before ſo auguſt an af- 
ſembly. He could not allow, from the importance 
and extreme clearneſs, and evident juſtice of his 
caule, that there was the leaſt neceſſity for Parlia- 
ment to interfere with regard to the government 
of the Company in the very arbitrary manner they 
had done. Had there been the preſumed neceſſity, 
it might then have become Parliament to have 
thus proceeded. There was no neceſſity now 
which had not exiſted three years ago, when the 
Company, in conſideration of advancing a ſum to 
Government, received a renewal of their charter. 


He preſſed on the Honourable Members of the 
| | | Houle 
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Houſe, the iniquity of thus invading private pro- 
perty and breaking the faith of Parliament, Such 
violations were only juſtifiable when the State's 
exiſtence depended upon the meaſure, He then 
ſnewed that the chief and grand plea of bankrupt- 
cy was without foundation, and, at the ſame time, 
expatiated on the actual reſources of the Company. 

Hie ſaid, that fhould the bill paſs into a law, it 
would be a DEATH WarkranT to all the charters 
of corporations, and the immunities of individuals 
in Britain. During his ſpeech, he proved that 

the Company had a ſurplus of four millions after 

their debts were paid. „ 

Mr. Hardinge ſhewed, that it was not from the 
defect of the law, or the fault of the Directors, 
that the abules complained of in India had ori- 
ginated; and that diſtance and corruption, under 
any ſyſtem, might often ſet laws at defiance. The 

Parliament had — to itſelf the privilege of 
nominating the Company's ſervants ; thoſe ſervants 
had not done their duty; and now it was propoſed 
to viſit the iniquity of the ſervants on the maſters; 
would it not be better to enquire into the cauſe of 
abuſes, and to remove that cauſe, than to. go ſo 
roundly to work? Wherever any grievance takes 
place, is there no remedy but to appoint ſeven 
Commiſſioners to controul the ſubject of that griev- 
ance? The affairs of this nation are not in yery 

ood order ;-—we have loſt America, and other 
poſſeſſions ; yet we do not hear of any number of 

Commiſſioners for the government of national af- 
fairs. There are doubts and ſurmiſes, and a ge- 

neral glocm, hanging over the public funds, Why 
not appoint ſeven Commiſſioners to controul the 

Bank, and to manage every thing elſe relating to 
Public credit? Mr. Hardinge, purſuing this vein, 

_ enumerated various other particulars, in which the 

| appointment 


WI 


ü 
appointment, by Parliament, of ſeven commiſſion- 
ers, and nine clerks, (alluding to the nine Aſ⸗ 


ſiſtant-Proprietors) would be as natural and pro- 


per as the appointment of Commiſſioners for the 
government of India, The Bill in agitation he 
conſidered as wearing a very tyrannical and military 
aſpect. The clauſe empowering the Commiſſioners 


to enter into all the Company's warehouſes to ſeize 
their money, papers, books, and property of every 


kind, put him in mind of an army entering into, 
and pillaging a reduced town. Having pointed 
out the addition which the Bill would make to the 
influence of the Crown, and the example it would 
ſet of diſregard to the legal claims of the people, 
he recalled to the mind of the Houſe former profeſ- 
ſions of patriotiſm, and touched on the duty and in- 
ſtitution of Parliament to protect the Community. 


He exclaimed, in the language of the ſacred ſcrip- 


tures, * Oh! that an enemy had done this! But 


my own friend, my particular friend! even he did 
lift up his weapon againſt me!” Mr. Hardinge 
appealed warmly to the candour of the Houſe, and 


fore warned them of the danger of breaking laws, 
and of diminiſhing the reſpect due to Parliament, 
and the national honour, in this kingdom, and 
throughout the world —Res agitur tua proximi cum 


Paries ardet, He dwelt on the dangerous tenden- 


cy of the precedent that the Bill, ſhould it paſs 
into a law, would eſtabliſh; and conjured- the 
Houſe not to give a wound to its own honour, and 


to the liberty of the nation, by infringing the 


laws, ſeizing private property, and violating public 
faith; - © ED 85 Ln 9 
Mr. Plomer obſerved, that beſides the territorial 


revenues, which amounted to five millions ſterling 


annually, which the Company had procured by 


land, 


conqueſt, they were in poſſeſſion of tenemeniy and 
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CW 
land, both here and in India, but eſpecially in In · 
dia, of very great value, as well ſecured to them 


as the poſſeſſions of any individual in England z + * 


they held them indeed by the ſame tenure, the good 
faith of Parliament. The will of Parliament be- 
ing ſupreme, if that will ſhould, ceaſe to be go- 
verned by a regard to equity, juſtice, and its own. 
deciſions, what property, or what perſon would 
be fate? It was now two hundred years ſince the 
firſt inſtitution of the Engliſh Eaſt India Compa- 
ny; their rights were confirmed by length of time, 
by long poſſe ſſion, by repeated acts of Parliament. 
Their territorial revenues ſnould not be conſidered 
as belonging to Government, any more than their 
commercial concerns, for theſe revenues were ne- 
ceſſary to protect commerce, which was the great 
object, and the paramount conſideration in our 
connection with India. He ſaid, that the ſpitit of 
the Bill was inimical to commerce, which diſliked 
all dark cabals and loved to explore its own affairs, 
and to chuſe the terms on which it ſhould run any. 
riſk, and the perſons. in whom it ſhould confide. 
The proprietors of Eaſt India Stock were much 
intereſted in the good character of the perſons 
whom they ſhould ſend to India; and, in general, 
in all matters that came under their cognizance. 
It was not ſo with the Commiſſioners. No par- 
ticular intereſt bound them to the proſperity of 
the Company. Intereſts of various kinds might 
often lead them to act in contradiction to them; 
their ſituations would naturally inſpire them with 
diſpoſitions to intrigue, and to graſp at political 
power. It was ſtated in the Ninth Report, that the 
act which paſſed in 1773, narrowing the Court of 
Proprietors from voters of five hundred pounds 
property, to thoſe of a thovſand, had, by dimi- 
niſhing the number to be influenced, greatly con- 
FE — Nl tributed 


Tribut do ener 443 AR of thi Crown to in* 
Hop: han” From that day à wider door bf 


Ran ton and faction in the Face geen of ches 
1 8 affairs was opened than eber; but with 
720 greater force does this argument ap. 
7 & the Sal number of Seven Commiſſioners f 
ble” men will naturally ſtudy, in the firſt place, 
to provide at all hazards Fob rheir own relations and 
dene pendents, 1 in their turn, will be, above 
Alken ſtucticus to pleaſe their maſters at home. 
— This, Mr. Ploi er Nn hun. 'tHat the tide of 
cottuption would flow with 4 more violent current 
from India to ritain, than ever and that whe! 
Her'the Houſe had regard to its gyn purity, to 
the rights of the Company, ot che general ptivi. 
eges of the gon thn they would Hot: Tuffer the Bill 
before them to'paſs mto a law . 
"The Conſe! were then ordered withdtawr, 
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The Counſel; as ſoon as they had finithed, 
"withdrew, when Mr. Secretary Fox and Sir James 
Lowther roſe" together, and cuntended for the pre- 


eecgeney of being firſt heard; but the Speaker put 


an end to the contention, by begging leave to in- 
form the Houſe that the point of order was, that 
the Bill ſhould now be read a ſecond time, which 
he did -accotdingly z after which he ſaid, that then 
the next order wor parliament Un « that this Bill 
be committed.” | 

- «Ag*ſoon as this queſtion was put, Sit James 
Lowther and Mr. Secretary Fox again roſe, and 
reſumed the ſame conteſt, and both thoſe mem- 
bers were eagerly ſupported by their reſpective 


Friends, and the — as great for the one 
as 
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A 
to Mr. Fox to proceed, Sit James perſevered in his 
pre- audience, and Mr. Fox yielded, as ſoon aa 
_ Our James Loi ber called out very earneſtly.— 1 


| . Tpeak to order, Sir.” He then mentioned, that it 


was by no means his intention to prevent the Right 
Hon. Secretary from entering on his defence, as it 


was extremely neceſſary that he ſhould clear him- 


ſelf of the public odium which ſuch a meaſure 
would entail on the projector of à Bill, every way 
calculated to introduce deſpotiſm and corruption 
into the ſtate, and to ſubyert the glorious 5 
of a free people. But before the Houſe proceed 

to enter into à diſcuſſion of ſuch great weight and 
importance, he thought it would be very neceſſary 
that the books and papers of accounts, adduced 
as evidence by the Counſel, ſhould be read, as 
they might contain matters of great concern, and 
throw conſiderable light on the ſubject. If gen- 
tlemen meant to act candidly, he was certain that 
there could be no objection to ſuch a propoſition; 
and he begged that the Houſe would remember 
the arguments advanced by the learned gentlemen 
at the bar, many of which were very ingenious, 
and muſt carry convict ion to the underſtandings 


of every unbiaſſed perſon, and ſhow the impolicy 


and audacity of ſuch a deſperate meaſure, which is 
pregnant with the moſt miſchievous conſequences. 
The Speaker. informed the Houſe, that when 
books and papers were preſented to the Houſe in 
ſuch a manner, the evidence was ſuppoſed: to be 
read pro forma, and the Houſe had already adopt- 
ed it; but during the debate, any member might 
cauſe it to be read twenty, or, if he pleaſed, a 
„ i ona? nbd Has Sortiwn.! 
Mr. Kenyon could not conceive the propriety-of 
this regulation, .becaule he could not underſtand — 5 
| e Reg | What 


* 


[ 79 . 

: what atifir the evidence was, if not read. Such 
papers, in his opinion, when preſented, ought to 
be read for the information of the Houſe, that no 
member might pretend ignorance on the occaſion, 
unleſs gentlemen meant to hurry every thing for- 
ward in the dark, without admitting of a candid 
and mature deliberation: | 

_ The Speaker again roſe, and explained the order, 
after which this point of diſpute was dropt. 

M. Secretary Fox then toſe, and exerted himſelf 
Eo wt on the occaſion, by a diſplay of the 
fineſt reaſoning and greateſt acuteneſs ever ſhown 
by that gentleman'in parliament. His arguments 
were at once happy and ingenious; and, as a mem- 
ber of the firſt abilities, Mr. W. Pitt, whom the 
Houſe always hears with JO and applauſe, ju- 
diciouſly obſerved, . We were almoſt loſt in a 
blaze of eloquence ;" which proves the powerful 
influence of Mr. Fox's talents in the moſt unpo- 
pular cauſe relative to commerce ever agitated by 
a Miniſter, 

Mr. Fox ſet out with obſerving, that what the 
Hon. Baronet ſaid concerning his defence, was un- 
doubtedly true in one particular, although he muſt 
beg leave to differ from him in other parts of his 
ſpeech, becauſe they were contrary to his political 
ideas, and contrary to his ſentiments as a friend to 
his country. It undoubtedly behoved him at this 
criſis to enter on his defence, becauſe every new 
meaſure of Adminiſtration ought to be thoroughly 
ſcrutinized by Parliament; and if every innovation 
-" a Miniſter was called in queſtion, and thorough- 
iy ſcrutinized by Parliament, there was a neceſlity 

0 


r that Miniſter to be upon his guard, and always 


ready to defend himſelf, For his part, he relied 
on the candour and juſtice of Parliament, and he 
truſted chat no meaſure of his would ever be ſo 

| C 2 obnoxious, 
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pbnoxiqus, as to make him loſe the confidence re- 
poſed in him b the People of England. He 
would, he hoped, be always ready to make his 
defence; but it was a defence, he believed, that 
would fix no odium on his character, becauſe every 
ſervant of the Crown ſhoyld, be always ready to 
enter on his defence, as Parliament had 38 — to 
call the conduct of Government in queſtion at any 
time. He obſerved, that while a learned gentle: 
man, (Mr. Dundas) and ſeveral more honourable 
gentlemen of the other ſide of the Hquſe, could be 
74 85 to for the propriety and policy of the Re- 
frorm at preſent meant to be introduced into the 
government of India, he could hardly imagine that 
His conduct could be cenſured by the members of 
Oppaoſition; far leſs did he believe, that he ſhould 
be called upon in a peremptory tone of voice, to 
enter on his defence; as if he were a criminal or 
a paricide, that had been guilty of the moſt unpa- 
ralleled villainy. He then entered very mingtely 
into an inveſtigation of the account which he men- 
tioned formerly, as containing errors to the amount 
of twelve millions, and diſplayed an acuteneſs ad 
collection of mind that aſtoniſhed all preſent. If 
-we are happy. enough to follow him through ſome 
of the ſtatements of this account, it is becauſe we 
obtained a copy of the paper alluded to, which 
contains the figures mentioned in Mr. Fox's obſer- 
_ vations; for it is certain the molt retentive me- 
mory would fail in following, with any accuracy, 
a gentleman of ſo great a volubility of tongue, and 
of ſo quick a comprehenſion, when engaged in 
figures. | | vt 
The firſt object which came under his conſider- 
ation, was the debt from Government for mo- 
ney lent by the Company at 3 per cent. intereſt, 
L. 4, 200, 00.“ He wiſhed not to make any objec- 
. | | _*.. _ trons 


1 4: 
tions to this, neither did he mean that it ſhoul 
mentioned; but he would ſimply obſerve on this 
article, that the ſum, like the three per cents. 


ſhould be reckoned at only three-fafths-of. the ney 
minal value, becauſe all money. held, in the funds 
of this country, brought to the individual an an- 
nual iatereſt, only, which three-fifths: was the real 
- marketable value. 
The next article he mentioned, was of, an ex- 
traordinary nature, It was a charge of £.260,687 
for the ſubſiſtence of priſoners. in the war ending 
1763. To this he made no objections ; but ag the |_ 
payment was conſtantly aſked for fifteen ſucceſſive 
years, that is, from the concluſion. of the peace, 
1703, till the commencement of laſt war, there 
you ittle probability of obtaining, it, although he 
did not entertain the leaſt. doubt of the exertions 
of a noble Duke now Ambaſſador. at Paris, who 
would try every expedient. that could be adopted 
on the occaſion; but he was afraid that it was not 
available property, although there was a negotia- 


tion on foot to rug effect. 2 ery . 
Another article was C. 139,877, as expences on 
| the Manilla expedition; and £:2 1.447 for hoſpital 
| expences, which might be ſaid to be in a fimilar 


fituation, as they were ſums, which although juſt 


* 4 


enough in every reſpec, yet it was folly to rate 


* 


them as property in hñndee. 5 
The next article was relative to the credit which 
| the, Company took on caſh, which in the Compa 
ny's bonds, paid in at fales, which the-Company 
will again iſſue as per accompt, to which may be 
added, the debenture and cuſtom notes, that on 
ſettlement will diſcharge ſo much of the ſum char- 
ged, in all amounting to the ſum of £.609,954. 
He objected to the bonds being confidered as pro · 


perty 
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609,954, the m of 4.280,5 75 muſt come un- 
17251 


7 Fo: in their hands; therefore of this artidle 
1 . 


er the claſs of precarious, if not unjuſt claims. 
There were ſome egregious blunders committed on 
the debtor's fide of the account, as the bonds are 
declared to be ſtated as caſh, and on the creditor's 
fide they are taken both as bonds and caſh, which 
is a barefaced contrivance, in order to elude or de- 
ceive the public by falſe pretences to wealth, to 
which the Company has not the leaſt claim ; there- 
fore it was undoubtedly right that ſuch fallacious 
ſtatements ſhould be made public, and the truth 
unfolded, although inveloped in almoſt impene- 
trable darkneſs. | | 5 
The fifth article which came under his conſide- 
ration, was the credit of goods ſold, but not deli- 
vered or paid, which upon à calculation, would 
amount to J. 553,258 ſterling. 3 
The ſixth article was the value of goods in 
warehouſes unfold, of which all the freights and 
duties are paid or charged, and ſuppoſed to pro- 
duce, clear of diſcount, £. 2,500,000. This was 4 
curious expedient to affirm that the Company was 
in a flouriſhing ſtate; they ſhould certainly enquire 
when and how thoſe goods could be diſpoſed of, 
and what was their real value, otherwiſe he could 
never pretend to ſuffer that they ſhould be marked 
down as real property. . 
Jo the next article which came under confidera- 
; tion, he had every reaſon in the world to make objec- 
tions. It was the amount of the merchandize ex- 
rted to India, but notincluded inthe account here, 
which was calculated at the ſum of £1,219,091. 
As this merchandize conſiſted partly -of military 
ſtores and other warlike matters, for which the 
Company could not take credit, becauſe thoſe 
ſtores were not to be fold, but uſed by the Com- 
g Es pany's 
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s ſervants in wars in India, conſequentiy ir 
id become them to aſcertain the value of this 


3 


The next 


of Shakeſpeare's admirable plays, when the tavern 
| bill of the fat knight is examined, in which, after 

enumerating in a ridiculous manner,ſeyeral articles, 
mention is made of items to the following effect : 
— So much for ſack, ſo much for burnt hock, 


ſo much for capons, ſo much fori this, and ſo much 


for that; but for the ſolid -= the ſubſtantial che 


ſtaff of life—bread—one halfpeony ! —ſo it was 


with the Eaſt Iadia Company, who were, according 
to their own accounts, in the moſt flouriſhing con: 


dition, and who could command millions of goods, 
of bonds, of debts, but of ver they could only 


produce one poor thouſand and ninety pounds. 

Another article was the advance on account of 
freight, which, in his poor opinion, deſerved the 
ſevereſt reprehenſion, becaule it appeared to he à 
very fallacious ſtatement indeed. The ſum al- 
luded to amounted to . 172, 334, which was to be 
: | 2 deducted 
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deducted on the arrival of certain ſhips; They 
ſtated the credit, but on the other fide, they ne- 
glected to ſtate the debit, conſequently it was un- 
doubtedly' fair that there ſnould be ſome allowance 
made for this glaring error. For inftance, to ſhow 
the impoſition of this, he would ſuppoſe that he 
. Was owing L. 1000 to a gentleman, Which he was 
bound to pay on his note the Monday following, 
J. 100 of which, however, he had already paid; 
pig? this to be the caſe, and he in his account 
| to his advantage the C. 100 which he had 
paid, but took no notice whatever of the L. goo 
which he had to pay, would there not be ſomething 
ke an impoſition in the tranſaction? Freight on 
| & ſhips had been advanced by the 'Eaft India 
mpany, 14 of theſe were already arrived, and 
ſtill remained, of which laſt number two 
Wo urnt or blown up, conſequentiy there were 
37 ſhips behind, and the freight and demurrage 
were rated at C. 50,000 a ſhip. Inſtead, therefore, 
of this ſum bene placed to their credit, they were 
to be charged with K. 1,850,000, the payment of 
Which, if they Waben hes * mae they. could 
not deny. 
be next arciele nfs : 14,960 on the vale of 
ſhips and veſſels employed in England, which, un- 
leſs the Company was to be diffolved, and theit 
property diſpoſed of, -could never be admitted as 
an argument in the preſent caſe. He then ſtated 
an account of the Company” $ hips coming Rte; 
which was as follows: 
The Company eſtimate the four can 4. | 
goes on their paſſage from Bengal, at : 
prime coſt, to be — — 703,824 
* To this are 0 be added, | 8 
Duties Ha. — — 170,000 
Freight — —  _- 200,000 


L. 1,073,824 
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From which the ſum of C. 960,000 being deduct- 
ed, as the ſuppoſed value which. thoſe articles will 
bring, the Company of courſe mult loſe £.113,824, 
which was a ſum conſiderably more than gentlemen 
at firſt would ever imagine, they could loſe in ſuch 
2 A tranſaction. 

The ſum of L. 364,515, placed to credit for 

cargoes diſpatched from Bengal to other Preſiden- 
cies, he ſaid was e chimerical, and not to be 
admitted, 
After this, the article called the quick ſtock at 
Bengal, came next under his conſideration. He 
faid it was by far over rated at 28. 3d. the rupee, 
| becauſe it did not, at the higheſt, exceed 25. con- 
ſequently the credit here taken ought to be di- 
miniſhed accordingly... , - 

The next article that occurred was the — * of 
the Company's buildings, warehouſes, &c. which 
amounted to L. 253,616, which could not be reck- 

oned unleſs there was a diſſolution of the Com- 

pany by bankruptcy, and thoſe ee &c. 
_ Expoſed to ſale. 

Another article, which ſhowed ſome error in the 
ſtatement, was that relative to ſtores, civil, marine, 
and military, as yet unextended and unvalued, 
which was rated at . 680, 309. In placing this to 
the credit ſide, he denied that it was juſt, becauſe 
theſe articles were not to be expoſed to ſale, con- 
ſequently he conſidered them as dead, not as quick 
ſtock. 

Hie earneſtly requeſted, that the Houſe would 

liſten attentively to the next article which came 
under conſideration, as it was of importance to the 
character of Britiſh ſubjects. What he alluded to 
was the ſtatement of the debt due by the Nabob 
Aſoph ul Dowla, which amounted to . 789,828, 
This debt was like many others owing to the Com- 
| 3 
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pany in India, and which had been the foundation 
of unnatural wars, and the means of committin 
the moſt wanton cruelties on the poor defence 
inhabitants; he therefore conſideted it as an unjuſt 
ſtatement, and a debt which we could by no means 
exact, without totally diveſting ourſelves of every 
principle of humanity and juſtice. If we meant to 
enforce the payment of it, we muſt commit rapine, 
plunder, and murder, on the innocent natives ; but 
ſooner than commir ſuch brutality, he would, for 
one, rather conſent to the payment of the money 
out of the ſinking fund, although, God knows, 
that could ill ſpare ſuch a ſum at this critical mo- 
ment. It mult ſhock every man of the leaſt hu- 
manity, to think how the natives are maltreated by 
the Europeans, and how they deftroy villages and 
other towns, and enflave the inhabitants. To cor- 
roborate this aſſertion, he read a letter from a Swiſs 
officer, Colenel Bonjour, who was diſpatched into 
the Marawaw country, te execute a commiſſion of 
this kind, and to raiſe money by means of rapine 
and oppreſſion ; but this gentleman had virtue 
enough to reje& the performance of ſo diabolical 
a meaſure, wrote to that effect to his employers, 
and gave a pathetic and melancholy deſcription of 
the milery of the inhabitants, already too much 
depreſſed by difficulties of every kind. 9H 


As a copy of the letter will no doubt be accept- 
able, we inſert it. | 3 5 


Copy of @ Letter from Lieut. Colonel Bonjour, to the 
Prefident and Council of Fort St. George. 

IN my laſt to the Preſident, I mentioned that 

I ſhould ſoon acquaint him more particularly of 

the cou:ſe of affairs in theſe parts, for which it is 

neceſſary to acquaint you of circumſtances that 

| - came 


f 

came lately to my certain knowledge; by which 
you will perceive, that altogether the plan I re- 
commended in my letter to the Nabob Waulan 
Jan, which letter you declined delivering to him, 
could not anſwer the purpoſe of abſolutely ſettling 
this country, if the baſis of the former Govern- 


meat is not reſtored to its original poſition, This 


former Government you muſt, in ſome meaſure, 
conſider the ſame as thoſe formerly eſtabliſned in 
Europe, under the denomination of feudal Go- 
vernments; by which men had land allowed them 
by the Lords, which land they cultivated, or had 
the inſpection of, and the produce became their 
property, in conſequence of being engaged to take 
arms at any time the country was expoſed, or that 
their Lords had occaſion for their ſervices. This 
government ſeems to have been eſtabliſhed from great 
antiquity in the Marawars, which country being for- 
merly united under a Rajah, did produce an army of 50 


or 60,000 men for its defence; but ſince its diviſion 
into two provinces, its force fell in proportion to 


the diſunion of the heads, who, when wwe undertook 
their conqueſt, were not only in diſcord, but alſo the 
people diſaffected by reaſons not material to report. 
Expecting a continuance of their ancient privile- 
ges, they remained at their ploughs, and in ſome 
meaſure facilitated the means of conquering their 
cheifs. Since the reduction of the different forts 
in theſe countries, the people (except a few vaga- 
bonds, perhaps influenced by Tandarary, former- 
ly Manager of the ſecond Marawar, or others, who 
aſpiring to ſome employs, made it their ſtudy to 
create confuſion, in order to enforce the conſe- 
quence of the ſervices they propoſed) have remain- 


ed in a peaceable manner, till the Nabob determined 10 


take from them thoſe lands, which they expected to 
retain'z ſo that at preſent the ploug hmen, aggravated 
4 : 
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by the loſs of their lands, haue taken arms all over the 
country, and even in their on villages form par- 

ties of obſervation againſt ours. In this ſituation 

I muſt repreſent to you, that the ſettling this coun- 

try in the manner expeted by the Nabob, requires ex- 

tremities of a fhocking nature, and after all, it is not 

to be ſaid, that matters will be adjuſted, ſo as to 

anſwer the ſatisfaction of all parties. Thoſe people 

being both ſoldiers and ploughmen, have the ad- 

vantage of appearing in what ſhape they pleaſe be- 

fore our troops, and never expoſe themſelves with- 

out being ſure of the advantage. When we are 

marching, we find all over the country, moſt vil- 

lages abandoned by the men, there remaining in them 
only women and children, whom likely if the Nabob 

perſiſts in this undertaking, muſt with other poor inno- 
cents, become a ſacrifice to this conqueſt. For it any 

of our baggage remains behind, it is uſually taken; 

our parties and ſtragglers are attacked; this is done 

by the inhabitants of ſome village or other. Thoſe 

villages being pointed out to me, I cannot paſs the 

outrage without puniſhment, and not finding the ob- 

Jefts upon which my vengeance ſhould fall, I can only 
determine it by repriſals, which will oblige me 7o 

plunder and burn thoſe villages, kill every man in them, 
take priſoners the women and children. Thoſe are adti- 

ons which THE NATURE OF THIS WAR will require; 

for having no enemy do encounter, it is only by ſevere 


examples of that kind, that we may expect to termi- 


nate it, / as to anſwer the end propoſed. I wiſh his 
Excellency the Nabob had well balanced the advan- 
tages he may gain with the riſk we run in this under- 
taking, before he determined to take from thoſe people the 
lands in queſtion —They are beſide not ſo deſpicable 
as not to deſerve the privilege of keeping the men- 
tioned lands for their occaſional ſervices, if regu- 
lated ſo as to oblige every one to be provided with 
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a pike of a fixed dimenſion, when called to the 


field, and intermixed with a few Seapoys, they 
would be very formidable to black cavalry, &c. 


being ſuch as to endure great farigues, and to . 


quire but little wants. 

The above, Honorable Sir, and Sirs, will ſuffi- 
ciently repreſent to you my ſentiments in regard of 
ſettling this country, without entering into further 


details. I have communicated the ſame to the 


Nabob Omdat- ul- Omrah Behauder, who ſeems to 

agree with my opinion; but I do not know what 

reſolution will be taken. 

Wiſbing io ſee your arms employed for a wiſe ur 
more glorious purpoſe than the one 1n agitation, | have 

the honor to remain, with profound reſpect, 


Honorable Sir, and Sirs, 
Laut moſt obedient humble Servant, 


Ramanad a Poram, 
15th Nov. 1772. 


He afterwards read a letter from Aſoph ul Dow 


lah, complaining of his great oppreſſions, and the 
hardſhips which he was obliged to undergo in con- 
ſequence of them. He mentioned that this unfor- 
tunate Prince was ſo very embarraſſed, that he was 
-obliged to borrow money at 2 per cent. per month, 
which was almoſt equal to 30 per cent. per annum, 
in order to ſatisfy the inordinate deſires of the ſer- 
vants of the Eaſt India Company. Conſidering 
theſe extraordinary circumſtances, which mult. route 
the indignation of every man endowed with the 
leaſt philanthropy, he would adviſe it as wiſe and 
expedient, that the debts from all Nabobs and Ra- 
jahs ſhould be ſtruck off, as the exaction of them 
threw an indelible ſtain on humanity, and tarniſhed 
the glory of Britons. 
At 
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3 
At the end of this article, he took notice of a 
very curious Nota Bene, which he begged the -Houſe 
would attend to. It run thus: — © N. B. The ar- 
rears due to the army at Bengal, at this period, do 
not appear; but by a ſubſequent minute it appears, 
that the whole of their pay and arrears of every 
kind, to the month of March 1783, would amount 
to {.502,174.” He then remarked, that they had 
acknowledged a debt prima facie, and yet did not 
put it down in the account, which was a very 
ſtrange mode of concealing half a million ſterling ; 
and, to crown the deceit, it was to their troops 
they were in arrears.  _ > | 
The account was full of contradictions and miſ- 
repreſentations, and a remark in ir will ſufficiently 
. juſtify the obſervation. It is to the following ef- 
fe : — © There is alſo the ſum of C. 129,450 ari- 
ſing from Lord Clive's military fund, for which 
the Company at preſent pay only the intereſt ; but 
ſhould it happen that they will no longer have an 
army or navy in India, the principal will become 
Payable to the heirs of Lord Clive in India.” Ir 
was needleſs, he ſaid, to make any remark on this. 
article, as the fallacy of it muſt be open to the 
weakeſt mind. : 115 * 
„ There is alſo a debt of /. 130,500 from the 
Bezar government to the Company, and a diſputed 
claim of the Company of /. 60,186 for intereſt on 
arrears of ſalt-duties, are left out of this account.“ 
A diſputed claim was undoubtedly certain credit. 
The next article which came under his conſider- 
ation, was the quick ſtock at Madras on the 31ſt 
of Augult 1782, (ſince when there are no advices 
on this ſubject) and which ſtood as follows, valu- 


Caſh 


ing the pagoda at 8s, ſterling : 


1 2.3 

Caſh and bills receivable “. 280, 400 

| Goods provided for Eutope | — 65,694 
Goods tmported, remaining unſold 89,740 


Stores, civil, marine, and f 26 1e 


Ee unexpended — 


4 


| He made ſeveral objections! to articles iin 
in this account, particularly to goods imported and 
remaining unfold, and that item of 264, 110. re- 


lative to ſtores, civil, marine, and military unex- 


pended; and he obſerved that it was a very curious 
manner of making up their accounts, and as ſuch 
muſt be added to the allowances which are do male 
up the twelve millions. 


The next article was the debts af the Nabu nd | 


the Rajah of Tanjore, the former of whom was 
968,0127. and the latter 238, 2301. and as 
he Abd not one ſhilling of thoſe debets could be 
recovered, he thought that the inſertion of them 
was an unaccountable impoſition. 
He then took notice of obs accounts of renters, 
and what was advanced for the inveſtment of ſmall 
debts, and ſaid that they were inaccurately ſtated. 
A very extraordinary Nora Bene then occurred, 
which deſerved particular attention. It was as fol- 
lows: — N. B. The war in the Carnatic will de- 
lay the payment of ſome of theſe debts, and muſt 
have rendered many other of them precarious ; 10 
that their EXACT VALUE CANNOT BE,ASCERTAIN< 
ED; but the above ſums are undoubtedly due to the 
Company. lf the exact value cannot be aſcertain- 


ed, how can the above ſums be due to the Com- 


pany? There is ſuch abſurdity in the concluſion 
that one can hardly forbear laughing at ſuch a groſs 
 miſtatement. - 

It will be needleſs to enter farther i into the ſtate- 


oy, as the reader can ſatisfy his curioſity _ - 
u 
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C. 32 
fol view of © The State of Affairs of the Eaft India 


any,” as drawn up by themſelves, and diftri- 


Comp 
buted amongſt the SY Ken of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and which is annexed to this account. -Suf- 
ice it, therefore, to ſay, that he took notice of the 
_ ſtocks at Bencoolen, St. Helena, China, 
| mbay, the debt due to the Nizam, viz. 30 lacks 
of rupees, which amounted to /. goo, ooo, and 
ſtated his objections to all theſe articles ſeverally. 
Hie next mentioned the ſum of /. 400, ooo lately 
paid by the Company to Government, which ſome 
conſidered as a premium for the renewal of their 
charter, but which was by no means the caſe, as in 
his opinion it was a debt due to the public, and re- 
.caved. accordingly. . 

After enumerating all theſe things, making his 
5 — comment, and drawing the neceſſar7 
concluſions from the premiſes, the prolixity of 
which would be too much for us to enter into, as 
it contains ſuch variety of complex matter, he then 
obſerved, that it had been reported with confidence 
by the friends of Mr. Haſtings, a man who was 
ſo conſpicuous and intereſting a character, that he 
dared to diſobey his ſuperiors, and treat with con- 
tempt the orders and reſolutions of Parliament, — 
it had been reported, he ſaid, that a peace had 
been concluded between us and the Mahrattas ; 

but there was ſuch glaring falſity and abſurdity in 
this aſſertion, that no man could help treating this 
information with the utmoſt indignation. What 
did the laſt advices from the Eaſt Indies contain? 
The direct contrary. Read the Gazette, and it 
will chere be found, that our intereſts in that quar- 
ter of the world are very weak and inſufficient, 
and that our troops are wrangling about the divi- 
ſion of ſpoil and plunder, the natural conſequences 


of bad 3388 and a WY of diſpoſition, — 
then 


* a 


771 


then: begged- that the Houſe would THEIR him, 
whilſt he read a letter from Mr. Anderſon, ſtating 
that the Peſhwa and Madajee Scindia propoſed that 


chey ſhould enter into an alliance with the Campany 


to {trip Tippoo Saib of his poſſeſſions, and makt a 
diviſion af them between the three. Humanity 


muſt revolt at ſuch a thought, eſpecially when we 


are given to underſtand, that this bold and unjuſt 
ſcheme appeared acceptable to Mr. Haſtings, and 
ſeveral other ſervants of the Company; therefore 
who can affirm, that war, with all its diſagreeable 
and horrid concomitants, is not at preſent raging 
with redoubled fury in the Eaſt?” Were gentlemen 
'acquainted with the diſputes in our Prefidencies as 


well as in our army? Who could: ſay, that Lord 
Macartney, that truly great and worthy man, was 


not at this time removed from his employment, 
and doomed to ſuffer all the perſecution and in- 
juſtice which had attended the unfortunate Lord 
Pigot? We were now at peace with France; but 
the terms were, that we ſhould not harraſs or diſ- 
.turb her allies in the Eaſt; fo that if after the ra- 
tification of the articles of peace we happened to 
commit any hoſtilities againſt Tippoo Saib, or any 
other ally of France, could thoſe violators of trea- 
ties or their friends dare to aver, that a new war 
with the Houſe of Bourbon would be the unavoid- 


able conſequence? Let gentlemen look to that, and 


let them pauſe awhile before they offer to ſup- 
port men who had the preſumption and temerity, 
_ in defiance of every thing that could be held ſacred, 
to commit ſuch wanton acts of oppreſſion and at- 
nan ak Mr. Dundas's Bill was by no means con- 


E | fonant 
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ſonant to his ideas, although he approved of the 
general principles of it; becauſe it was inveſting 
the ſole power of the Eaſt in the hands of one man, 
who was to reſide in that country; whereas his opi- 

nion was, that the perſon or perſons commiſſion- 
ed with ſo great authority ſhould be immediately 
under the controul and eye of Parliament, and of 
courſe a reſident of this country. Belides, the 
Bill brought in laſt year went ſo far as to name thie 
- perſon who ſhould be inveſted with ſuch an impor- 
tant truſt; but he begged leave to ſay that ſuch 
unlimited power was too great for any ſingle man. 
None, he believed, had a greater opinion of the 
virtues and integrity of Lord 'Cornwallis than he 
had; but he alledged that ſuch a boundleſs patro- ' 
nage, ſo extraordinary a power, would be too 
great for the virtues of any ſingle man; for as hu- 
manity was not gifted with perfection, and the 
._ dazzling allurements of corruption were often ir- 
reſiſtible by the moſt upright and virtuous of our 
tellow-creatures, while he lamented the fallibility 
and weakneſs of human nature, he muſt, as a ſer- 
vant of his King and his country, endeavour to 
provide againſt 'the ſmalleſt appearance of perfidy 
or oppreſſion. It had been objected to the prin- 
ciples of this bill, that neceſſity was a poor excuſe 
for ſtripping the Company of their charters, and 
trampling under foot the rights and liberties of 
the ſubjects; that neceſſity had always been the 
plea of tyrants,” and an introduction to deſpotiſm. 
He begged leave to differ from ſome gentlemen'on 
that point. Neceſſity had been the plea of ty- 
_ rants, * it had likewiſe been the plea of freemen. 
What 


tas 


What had brought about the grand Revolution? 
Neceſſity. What had produced all the reforma- 
tions and revolutions of Greece and Rome? Ne- 
ceſſity. What had brought about the civilization 
and good government of mankind ? Neceſſity. 
Therefore the plea of neceſſity was equally appli- 
cable to good as well as to bad ſyſtems of govern- 
ment. It was objected, that it would increaſe the 
influence of the Crown, which ought to be nar⸗ 
rowly watched. He denied that it would add any 
dangerous influence to the Crown, as Government 
prior to the introduction of this Bill, had appoint- 
ed every officer who was ſent out to India. They 
were now deſigned to act openly, and to perform 
in the face of day what they had formerly conceal- 
ed from the eyes of the world. The influence of 
the Crown, he allowed, ought to be looked upon 
with a jealous eye by that Houſe ; but ſurely this 
was no dangerous or undue | influence; as Parlia- 
ment in fact had an uncontroulable power, and 


might act as to their wiſdom ſeemed meet. If 


this bill was rejected, which he hardly believed 
would be the cafe, it was ſtill in the power of Go- 
vernment to act juſtly ; the Treaſury within a fort- 
night could enter the warehouſes, and other poſſeſ- 
ſions of the Eaſt India Company with an extent, 
g ſeize upon all they had in the world, and convert 
their whole property to the ſervice of the public. 
He by no means preſumed to think, that the bill 
was perfect, and admitted of no alteration. It 
certainly did admit of alteration, and the Houſe 
were at liberty to modify it as they thought pro- 
per; and happy would hie be, if Parliament were 
He e PIPE: una⸗- 


= FR . 
unanimouſly to. give their aid in adjuſting it in all 
its parts, ſo as to anſwer the weighty and laud- 
able | purpoſes to which it was deſigned, for he 
candidly confeſſed that he had not the arrogance 
to think, that any new ſyſtem of his was ſo per⸗ 
fect as to admit of no alteration. In bringing 
this Bill into Parliament, he had done his duty 


as a Miniſter of this country, a friend to hu- 


| manity, as an enemy to oppreſſion, wanton ra- 
poacity, and unheard- of cruelties, which were com- 
mitted on the natives of the Eaſt for the ſake of 
lucre, and which fixed an indelible ſtain on the - 
name of Britons, as ignominious and reproachful 
as the memory of thoſe Spaniards. who had ſeized 


upon the riches and wealth of Mexico and Peru, 


murdered the innocent and defenceleſs natives, 
thrown every thing into anarchy and confuſion by 
the length of their ſwords, and eſtabliſhed their 
dominion and tyranny in that unfortunate country. 
If he ſucceeded, of which he had the moſt flar- 
tering expectations, as every one allowed that a re- 
form was neceſſary, he could ſit down with this 
agreeable reflection, which to him was the greateſt 
felicity he could enjoy, — That he had been the 
advocate of the oppreſſed and perſecuted natives 
of the Eaſt, whoſe miſeries and cries muſt make 
humanity , ſhudder; — and that he had been the 
means of recovering the tarniſhed honour and glory 
of the Britiſh empire, by enacting laws, the benign 
influence of which would reſtore peace and tran- 
quility in India, and diffuſe that proſpect of joy 
and happineſs to many millions of our fellow-crea- 

tures, whoſe gratitude to us in future muſt be the 
_ higheſt conſolation to which any people can aſpire. 


cmd 


Ma. WII TAM Prot ſaid, that he felt the 
8 eateſt difficulty, to deliver his ſentiments on a 
bject which was attended with the peculiar cir- . 

cumſtances of that which engaged the attenti 
of the. Houſe in the preſent debate: He ha 
fb its comriengement, until the preſent 5 


of its alarming aid rapid progreſs, endeayo 
its ins. 


of eſta». 
the ex-. 


ro, excite. their attention to the inj 
fringing the Purchaſed Rights of a 
Company, and to the opere tendenc wa 
es an influenee whic might end it 
| ce of the Conſtitution: He had. 
lemnly. pledged himſelf, to develope the de- 
ſtructive principles of the moſt daring and arbi- 
trary Bill chat ever a Miniſter. had temerity enough 
to 
bleifing o 
peculiar boaſt and enjoyment of Engliſhmen, — 
tendency: was nat more inimical to priyate 
perty than to public freedom. The de — 
of both would be the conſequence of fts "FR 


bliſhments, The deſtruction of ern 


was, the means to acquire the end of -publi 5 op 


preſſion. | This would be proved by undeni 

evidence. But to — examine the os on 
which this evidence was: algen rted, with that ma · 
ture deliberation the Bill 
more time than the precipitancy of the buſineſs 
could poſſibly admit. For ſuch was the violence 
and in 4 with which the bufocks had been 
conducted, that it ſeemed its propoſers were ſen- 
lible of the principſes being ſuch as would not 
admit of an impartial and diſpaſhonare examina- 
tion. But, however, the Bil wore ſuch features 
of atrocity, that ĩt could not be ſeen without diſ- 


n _— aaa. io that the repidiy, of its 


ſucceſ 8 


thus moſt | 


Propoſe, for, the abolition of that invaluable 
f Conſtitutional Liberty which was the. 


emanded, required 
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ficceſs he oquld not but feel'with a proportionate 
ſhare of fear "for the conſequence, and indigna- 


tion for the ciple.” In what am extraordinar i 
manner had it been introduced by the Mmiſt 


Ir had 90 don the pretence of abſolute 


N E is Neceſſity had been ſupported with 

every artifice, deluſive and fallacious,. Omiffions 
the moſt” groſs and palpable had beery adopted, 
to ſupport the charges of delinquency and deſici- 
ency a e the Com to make the Neceſſi- 
ty abfohite for this art itrary interference of Go- 
vernment; to re- poſſeſs themſelves of rights which 
they have repcatedly fold and validated by con- 
current Mets of Parliament This mean and de- 


luſive artifſce was no ſooner known than it was 


confuted; by AN official inſtrument produced by 
the Cot „ and Which now lies upon the 

B Whit emed has wis inſtrument pro- 
duced? Does the Right "Honourable Secretary 


eundidly acknowledge the misſtatement ? No! 


On the contrary, he poſitively denies the fact. 
He aſſerts, that he neither meant, nor, indeed, 
br the  misftatement of Which this inſtrumentis | 


would not haye lin 'a 
hood 2 We muſt; erefore,/ content to accept 


bf his ſolemn diſavowal of the * ——— 
But chat effect has this diſavowal, or the 
tation of the official infirument, „deere. 5 


ument? None, exobpt it be to furniſh the Right 
Dnourible Miniſter with fuch parts of it as may 


Z deter ſuit his plea of Neceſſity, for his daring 


and violent ings? The ſtatement which . 


| has been officially produced: at the Bar, he anſwers 
with n BO other ht or * than his own mere 


aſſert ĩon. 


* 


< 39 )} 


Allertlon. | Can this Houſe, therefore, ventute to 


decide a queſtion of ſuch magnitude and tęenden- 


| . the mere i2/e.dizit of a Miniſter? We 


ow erroneous his calculations, or rather 
his repre ſentations in this buſineſs, have heen. It 
Cc 


deluſton, indeed, to ſufferiſuch ſpecious 


affections to determine our minds: But to 
the ſpecious aſſertions of thoſe who had alr 


been convicted of erroneous ſtatements, would — 5 


a 

For on a ſerious and deliberate inveſtigation, they 
might prove as fallacious as thoſe we have already | 
detected. Were it poſſible to attend him in all 
his particular ſtatements, it were eaſy to detect 
him in errors, at leaſt as frequent and as material- 
1y as he pretends —4 have detected in the ſtatements 
of the Little as he thought himſelf 
adequate to de he had followed him with 

all poſſible attention, while he was not more ſur- 
prized than he was ſhocked at the ſtrange and dar- 
ing manner of arraigning an official ſtatement. 
He had taken eſpecial care not to mention When 


our duty to ourſelves and conſtituents, 


the bills due to the Company were payable. He 


had ſtated to what diſtreſs they were coating, _ 
danger they were expoſed, from the preſſi 


extenſive demands to which they were e. 8 


But he had taken no co 


date to which their was: extended. An in · 


ſtance of this he adduged in Mr. Fox not aeige hy 


241 
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ting the bonds of the Company to be 
ed as caſh, in the accounts which had | 
produced. But Mr, Pitt ſaw no reaſon why — 
mould not be admitted as cath, ' For they were 
Kill current, and only liable 1 a ee very 
— £ "662 
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He then directed the attention of the Houſo 
to a variety of other circumſtances. The buſi- 
neſs was to him equally new und alarming. IE 

was, indeed, a bold and enterpriaing meaſure, 
It was attended with the greateſt riſque to the 
Miniſter, It had rouſed all Europe; Every State 
would feel its conſequence. No Trading Com- 
pany, no Department of Commerce, would be 
exempted from its effects and influence. But its 
commencement had been attended with inauſpici- 
ous omens of deſtruction to European Commeree, 
and Internal Legiſlation. Nothing * 
5 promiſing, nothing prepoſſeſſing, had 
ariſen from its proſpect, to inſpire the Company, 
People, or Parliament, with the leaſt confidence 
in the plans of Adminiſtration; and he declared, 
that whilſt he liſtened to the Right Honourable 
Secretary, he was almoſt loſt in a blaze of elo- 
quence,” 0 e 

No one doubted the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman whoſe meaſure this literally was, wanted 
the leaſt degree of ſpirit to enforce whatever he 
undertook. He knew that he had reſolution 
to carry him through whatever difficult and dan - 

gerous meaſures he might propoſe, or commence. / 
But as there certainly is an exceſs of enterprize, 
as well as perſeverance, it is neceſſary to regard 
their tendency and operations with the greateſt 
vigilance and jealouſy; eſpecially when they are 
connected with thoſe powerful abilities which 
diſtinguiſh the character of the Hon, Gentleman. 
The Right Honourable Secretary has accuſed 
"| the 1 Da temerity. He has aſked, how 
FI they could dare to bring before the Houſe a ſtate 
of their accounts which was falſe and fallacious F. 
He has even aſked, what cenſure and indignation 
was due to thoſe who dared to violate truth, and 
thus to inſult the dignity of the Houſe? —_ 
13 they 


ear) 


| then ſhall be ſaid of a Miniſter, who ventures to 
riſe in his place, and impoſe upon the confidence _ 
of the Houſe; a ſtatement in every reſpe& falſe 


andermonecous, - uo hot a 
Such was the rapidity with which the Ri 
Honourable Gentleman had ran through his objec- 
tions to the Court of Directors ſtatement, that it 
was entirely impoſſible to follow him. He had, 
indeed, began to challenge Gentlemen to take up 
their pens, and follow him through the whole: 


Jo do this was fo far from being eaſy, that it was 


ſcarcely poſſible. He had, however, accepted the 
challenge, and endeavoured to keep pace with 
him, but he found himſelf: at laſt dbliged to 
deſiſt; curſory, notwithſtanding, as his attention 
had been, he had not ſo lightly glanced at the 

accounts, without diſcovering that ſeveral of them 


were erroneous to a very conſiderable amount. 


Among various particulars, he ſtated that Mr. 


Fox had omitted the quick ſtock of Bengal, 
which was to the value o 777 ,oool.; and at the 


ſame time, he ſhewed what his opinion was upon 
theſe points. He enlarged upon the neceffity, in 
point of decency, of allowing the Houſe time to 
conſider and examine the various accounts that 
day preſented, before they gave a decided opi- 
nion on the principle of a Bill, of the greateſt 
magnitude of any ever propoſed.to Parliament ; 

and of the neceſſity alledged for its adoption. 
This they could not poſſibly judge, without a 


due inveſtigation of the accounts on the table. He 


concluded with obſerving, that he ſhould reſerve 
his ſentiments upon the principle for the preſent, 
and ſhould then only move, that the Debate be 
adjourned until the next dag. _ 

5 | The 
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tions; and .claborately ar 


he had not the leaſt objection to the —_ 


| 15 | 
The queſtion being pur,. 
Mr. SscxETARY Fox roſe to EEE iS. 
pointed out that Mr. Pitt, in his. eagerneſs to 


weaken and condemn his objections to ſeveral f 


the items in the ſtate of the Company's Affairs, as 
laid before the Houſe by the Court of Directors, 
had confounded. his oblerration with his objec- 
pon ſums and ar- 
ticles. which he had Aarne n to nor im | 
A rang ö | 
7. roy APSLEY ſaid a few words on che ate, 
when 
Loxy Nonrz roſe, andin a very able . 


defended the principles of the Bill. He ſaid that 


it had been the opinion of Gentlemen, that ſome 
reform in the F Eaſt India Government was -abſo+ 
lutely neceſſary. If that was the preſent opinion 
of the world, he hoped that the Houſe of Come 
mons would not negative a meaſure. which was 
regnant with the moſt laudable and ſalutary ef. 


tes. He dwelt for ſome time on the Mahratta 


War _ reprobated the Servants of the Come 
pany for engaging in the moſt wanton hoſtilities, 
which had nearly ruined the intereſts of the Eaſt | 
India Company in that part my the world. But 
if the Houſe thought pro ive their nega- 
tive to the Bill, he hoped t that ome Gentleman 


would propoſe ſomething that would prove as ſa- 


lutary : For it was univerſally agreed, that the 
Eaſt India Company required an immediate reno- 
vation, fo as to remove entirely thoſe complaints 
which had been made againſt it. For his part, 


tor poſtponing the bufineſs, provided the 


nourable Gentleman who. prapoſed that — 5 


nncerely meant to make himſelf more fully maſter 


of the ſubject, But he was very apprehenſive of 


the 


K 
the contrary, and he meant only to delay the buys 
 fineſs,'* Therefore he begged the Houſe to recol · 
lect, that they had been called upon by the 
_ King, in his Speech at the beginning of the laſt 
Sefion, to turn their attention ag foot as poffible 
to Eaſt India Affairs; and that the Honourable 
_ Gentleman and his adherents, who at preſent ops 

ou the Bill, had pledged 'theinſelves to do 

mething to meliorate the Government of the 
„ mas de But in fact they had done nothing. 
His Majeſty's Speech at the commeneement of 
the laſt Seſſions, had been ſo frequentiy handled 
by diſtinguiſhed characters in the Houſe, chat it 
was not neceſſary for him to renew rhe ſubject on 
this oecaſion. But he thought he did not deviate 


was the moſt extraordinary and wretehed compo» 
fition he had ever heard. However, it was the 
ech of the Miniſter of ' the Day; not the com- 


poſition of his Majeſty, which he was at preſent 


dalliag in queſtion. The Speech at the eommences 


ment of this Seſſion, which had a very different com- 


plexion, called aloud for an immediate attention to 
the Affairs of che Eaſt India Company, who were 
in the moſt perilous ſituation, and on whoſe future 


Government the credit of Great Britain depend 


ed He chetefore again begged, that Gentles 
men would conſider the nature of the tWo Motions 
before them: The one of which tended to com- 
mit the Bill; the other to poſtpone it, merel 

for the ſake of procraſtination. Surely the Houſe 


would ſoe the impropriety and fallacy of any fu- 
tile attempts to poſtpone the commitment of the 
Bill, Which was done merely for the ſake of de- 


lay, without any intention of obtaining the leaſt 


benefit or. additional information on the ſubject. 


And as it was expedient that ſome new regulation 
% | © ER mould 
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ſhould immediately take place, he had net 
doubt but Gentlemen would act with that can 
dour and good ſenſe which ſhould. always diſtin* 
guiſh the Mem bers of ſuch an Auguſt Aſſemblyz 
After going through the ſeveral articles, to the: 


| objections made by Mr. Fox he. added others.z 


_ 


and contended -on the whole, that there was. not 
the leaſt neceſſity for an adjournment: He had _ 
twenty years in Parliament, and had always heard 
it aſſerted by every one who knew enough of the bus 
fineſs, that a Society of Gentlemen, united merely: . 
on commercial principles, were not equal to the 
Government of ſuch a Territory. as India He 
laughed at the violation of the Charters, ſofrequent- 
ly mentioned; and obſerved that every regulation 
adopted for the purpoſe of aſſiſting the Company, 
had been liable to the ſame imputation 3 That 
which limited their Credit; that which nominated 
their Officers; and that which diveſted the Pro- 
prietors of their controuling power, were all 
invaſions of their Charter. The Honourable 
Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) was a great maſter of 
words; He had admired the power of vocables 
which always diſtinguiſhed his oratory; words 
too of his uſing, and certainly in a very extraor- 
dinary degree, changed their meaning 
was young, and much more conyerſant in that 
verbal ſcience than at preſent. But ſurely the 
word Confiſcation was not applicable to che preſent 
caſe. In what ſingle inſtance was the perry. 0k 
the Company, invaded ? Nothing of this kin 
appeared, at leaſt in the Bill, which only, went 
to diminim their political, not by any means their 
real conſequence. His Lordſhip, therefore, ſaw 
no reaſon tor poſtponing the Bill; eſpecially, as alt 
the reaſoning on the paper in diſpute, proceeded 


ſince he 


(s 


general obſervations, not metric ali 
9 gen His ' Lordſhip that' he was 
moſt ſincerely for not e che buſineſs, bur 
for oing immediately into the Committe. 
ee Johns roxz charged Lord North 
With having made man gious miſtakes re- 
fpecting India Und 95 5 „ N He ſaid the 
K ord had j ade at once from Oude to the 
alabar Country H was, /at leaſt, two thou- 
fand miles Ailtade from Jude.” That he had con: 
founded eee with the Northern Circars; an 
committed à variety of blunders reſpecting Aſoph 
ul Dowlah. The Governor ere 't el Ho 
1951 vs eral (Genera kin tro be iind the 
oble d, ad been well acquainted with Afoph 
550 lab; Having once pe ws a pteſeit from 
his farher, t th coul , if he pl lyſed, ; give the noble 
Lord a Account of he Governor 
Preſſed fo the dela of « fiogks day; and ſtated, 
rhat he pad been in Parliament lon enough 70 
have witneſſed ine Bills paſſin . relpeRing ng the 
1 p but he had never hefare ſeen one,” ei- 
ther of ſuch infinite magtitude as the preſent, nor 


5 witneſſed any thing like ſo indecent an attempt 
| 1 


to hurry” ſuch a Bi through the Houſe,” without 
allowing the Members time to make themſelves 
maſters of the accounts neceflary to enable them 
| 5 comptehend it, Fhe Governor ſaid farther, 

e Company kad better wind up their bottom, 


and diſſolve 17 5 r partnerſhip at once, than ſub-- 


mit to fuch à Bill. He alſo denied the validity 


dt Mr. Fox's objections, and challenged the Mi- 


niſter to proof, offering to eſtabliſh the verity of 
every article in the Director's account at their 
Bar. He defended the cauſe of the Company, 


by declaring they n in ſo bad and ruinous 


5 fitua- 


« 


— 


oe. 1 s Abe — 
1 33 „ 4. F 


a Mig ev 1 
E — — 2 I 
. — ——³—jä —_— 
3 
* 


L — * - — —_— —— my — - 7 
* 4 — x . \ oP 4 . 1 \ 
pe k + with nm N „NN 92 5 — — Ae” 99: 6 wa x — 8 
E ˙ VTV A Lt TORE IIS wo” — — — — 
— I» » — n TE 5 by 2 — — * S . — 
* * ww . — — * — = vw - * * _— - * * — » on . » 


- 1 4p 4 — 
EDI * 


3 — Fre CO 
r 89 2 

> RIES: 4 ben gs 

+ 5 * L d 22 
rr 


. 3 W- — — 


— et, 


* 
2 — > r 8 fd £ — 2 - * 8 n . 
2 —— D e DET. ES EBERT 6 he i "BG _— 2 6 W : ER , EST — ZASi 
\ n 1 1 > 4 2 2 = 5 T w S * f 
« Rr x r . 2 x 82 
1 > — 3334 = So 4 ot 
* a - n = 2 * — h * 
* * 


N 
2 ſitugtion 3 by Ai 


ted apt e if 
2 5 Rig baer Bl Str, del ned 
in his 2 0 4 5 2380 = 


rial ere ee ol 

7s more attention to the. 
7, Who had k 

A Company, who had e + ben lvey 


* 00 510 * n of 
\conmacty. o 


but in, 2] if, 8 e Br 


racured. the public a probation, Tg I 
W ty. i cgſe. ES 1 5 


f There. erefo 
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(olucion exiſting in their reſpe 
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77. 
e 


management of 5 of 
CE 
a dangerous meaſure: He. mas ere 5 emo 


th” a i 


lay againſt 1 it all bjs,influence.. = 


ſent, Part of þ GEES il ed in the. 
Company. . Thi hin by ould with draw, 
ct, jg —— ars moved 8 the. 
iniſters. Indeed, jay 2 w not but 4 e 
to * ſame Mae rom ohh e ach 
a ſimilar W 2 > of property Ae 
| "wc 7 IO eſent Bill 5 2 Sq 
an Act. e Tens there gre to com- 
ence bufineſs on a new ene to veſu 
the ſcheme of Afiatic me reer with a Ai f * 


Pr oprie- 


ö „ 47 ( 47 . 
pre örietors, "they might have an 6 rep of 
Adopün co this a by ens Rap Foie 
Han 5 8 Sa preſent defign. a 

1s of Gu AHA made a Vet 
eds phos 20 l the Bill. He id, oe ke Fa 
vet great perſonal eſteem for Lotq N Ll 
biz "opinion 5 him as a Miniſtef, EAR e Ha 
Tufficently evii the ſupport he had giv 
him; but he could p lace no Genes in Sth 
who, from an inordinate eagerneſs to graſp at 
wer, had broken 7 1 If every retenſion to 
political character. tellel W. Fox's abi- 
ties; but dteaded un ambitien. The Bill is, 
Taid he; frabght with the moſt awful circun 
ſtances againft' the freedom of the Houſe. - "We 
ve lon > complaiticd of the weight and op 
"oh of ptet6gative ; but the propoſal de 15 
ſent agitation certainly tends to 125 to the BY | 
of that tyrauny which we already fee} too 5 5 
It opens a ſcheme. of ambition and influence to 
Miniſters unptecedented in the annals of Parlia- 
ment, atid bas 4 tendency tb ſubject us to theit 
L. tent and controul. It ivy been inttoduc- 
by ati Honourable Secretaty, whoſe private 
mes refpe& "whom 1 ellen as a friend, but 
Ole A 10 lufion of atgument which ſome- 
24 t myſelf; and F which, under the 
dircumſtance of His great ability, muſt be ex- 
tremely dangerous to the Houſe; How different 
are the propoſals and ſuggeſtions on the preſent oc- 
cafion, of the Honourable Secretary, oth thoſe 
6f his in'a former fitvati6n at another period. 
I obſerve him ſmile ; but I know that the mea- 
ſures which on that fide of the Houſe he ſmiles 
on and ſupports, on the other he would frown on 


and reprohate. 1 own myſelf, therefore, averſe 
G 2 to 


7 [ea 
to placing any confidence in a man ſo incoherent 
in his ſentiments, and ſo verſatile in his princi- 
ples. When J enter into this Houſe, I am amuſed, 
leaſed, and almoſt ſatisfied and. perſuaded by 
his ſophiſtry ; but when I recall my reaſon, and 
recover from this deluſion of argument, I find it 
moſt prudent to revert to thoſe cool and tempe- 
rate ideas which I had originally formed on the 
ſubject, from its more deliberate aſpects. For 
this reaſon I have no confidence in the man who 
has propoſed the Bill, nor in thoſe who have/ſup- 
ported it. I condemn it in its principle, an 
view it as inimical to the intereſts of Parliament, 
to the ſafety of the Eaſt-India Company, and the 
welfare of the Public. Its baneful influence has 
already been ſeen within theſe walls. It is an open 
attack on the liberty of all Britiſh Subjects. It 
is an infringement of our rights, as natives of a 
free country. It is ſhaking our Conſtitution, that 
beautiful fabric, which was the envy and admi- 
ration of the world, and ſapping its very founda- 
tion. Becauſe the deſtructive meaſures of a noble 
Lord (Lord North) had brought this once flou- + 
riſhing country to the very Brink of ruin, we 
were now to apply remedies; but the remedies 
were of a deteflable nature, and deſerved the re- 
prehenſion of every Member in that Houſe, who 
had any regard for his country. He vehemently 
declared, that if ſuch hoſtile meaſures were car - 
ried on by people in power, he, for one, would 
freely ſay, that he would never chuſe to enter 
again into that Houſe, He till hoped, that no 
Miniſter would dare, although they ſmiled ap- 
| Probation at one another, to commit ſuch an in- 
fraction of every thing that was dear to the name 
oLBeitiſh Subjects 23 


GENERAL 


* 


and adduced many particulars to controvert the 
arguments of | thoſe W oppoſed it. He with 


ſome heat remarked, that an dbſervation had 
fallen from an Honourable Gentleman (Governor 


Johnſtone). reſpecting him. He challenged the 
Gentleman; called him to come forwatd++infinu- 
ation was cowardice. He would ſtate to him 
the affair reſpecting the preſent he had received 
from the Nabob of Oude. The preſent was ori- 
ginally offered him. On this ſymptom of bene- 
volence he, however, did not immediately accept 


of it. But he wrote to the Court of Directors, 


intimating the intention of the Nabob in his fa- 
vour. The Court of Directors authoriſed his ac- 
ceptance of the proffered boon; and in compli- 
ance with their inclinations, he received it. He 
truſted, his conduct in this inſtance was honeſt 
and honourable, and exempt from all the dark 
inſinuations of calumnious remark. 

He then went into a detail of the ſituation and 


5 finances of the Nabob of Oude, and obſerved, 


that they were wholly incompetent to anſwer 
any demands of the Company, if made on him. 
But he at the ſame time rejected the idea, that 


they were under any obligution to pay him tri 
bute. He then directed the attention of the 


Houſe to the preſent ſituation of the Company's 
affairs abroad. The letters, ſaid he, which I have 


received from thence, intimate an alarming fitua- 


tion of affairs in that quarter. The Company's 


bonds at Bombay were, at the date ef that letter, 


only negociable at forty-five per cent. diſcount : 
Thoſe at Madraſs, at twenty-five. This was a 
very bad aſpect of affairs, and ſeemed to re- 
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Boveru men... ꝛ ð ? 
e with true humour, ſolid argument; and ſtrik- 
facts, began with declaring, That it was 4 
ft principle in optics, that all objects ſtruck the 


eye of the beholder differently, according to the 


medium or light through which they were view- | 
ed. This maxim was fully verified by an experi- 
ment made in April laſt, by only moviug the 


Right Honourable Secretary from the fide of the 


Houſe on which he (Sir Richard) ſtood, to the 
other. Placed where he now was, he viewed the 


Bill in his hand as calculated to remedy at 


thoſe alarming diſorders which have long pre- 


. vailed, and till continue in the management of 


the territorial poſſeſſions, revenues, and commerce 
of theſe kingdoms in the Eaſt Indies, Rc. 


= 


But had fuch a Bill been brought in by Admis 


niſtration when the Right Honourable Gentleman 
ſat on the other fide of the Houſe, it would have 


appeared to him in very different colours indeed. 


doubted not but the Right Honourable Gen- 


tleman would have viewed it again and again 


through two glaſſes which he conſtantly - carried 
about with him. He meant his MAGENITTI NG 

glaſs, and his MULTIPLYING glaſs. ow 
In the former, his magnifying glaſs, it would 


have appeared big with the utmoſt alarming danger 


of increaſing Crown Influence, and of extending 
Miniſterial Power, which things were always the 
Buggybows and Rawbead and Bloodybones, withe 
which the Right Honourable Secretary uſed to 
terrify his preſent cara ſpoſa, before thoſe two 
perſons were joined together in holy matrimony. 
But he meant not here to ſpeak againſt the Coa- 

8 | ktiong 


(ER) 

1, r te fay any rſonal, as he hoped; 
i ges reſent Mak would. propoſe ſuch 
meaſures as ld be able to . Wiebe. 
Im his latter, his vriplying glaſs, all- the evils! 
which the preſent Bill ee to prevent, wit 
More ot raping, injuſtige, and cruelty Mo- 
ights and Charters, 1 


laty 
liamentary faith, &c, would all heres! danced ben 


tore. his 0yes at hc bono 4644 984 07 ah 


5 ir Richard, aſked,. what was che cauſe. 


f that difference, ſince thee. man viewing, and 
the object. viewed, were eſſentially the ſame? It 
was plainly owing to- ſome. ſtrong rays of a ſide 
obs than! darted- from the Ea, and perhaps a 
lrtle, horizontally from, the North, upon the mw 
pil of the Right⸗Honourable Socretaryfs eye ʒ 


hem that; it was certainly that ſame Nor 
pop ooh bad dp a eee ae = 
ng (et peak more 0 1eally{) on 
Tipe f ulties of che 2 Seore- 
tary, Rut, he ſaid, 3 Right Honourable: 
frame of the Bill was never without either of the 
glaſſes he had mentioned, though, as he obſerv- 
ed; things. appeared; very: ifierent. to him, uc- 
cording.to the medium through which be looked, 
and whethes the particles f matter of which he 
was compoled were: Place on that: kids! of _ 
Houſe, or the other, Bang - 
Seated on that illuſtrious, Wach, on whichithe! 
ſun anode x ſhone, when heſviewed the Bilktbrowgh; 
his. mag miſt e glaſs, inthe, firſt place, it much 


iraſelf; and all his influence ds @ 


Wer . af. State, * he looked as 


*. iy; 1 could carry the. * = 
back; 


than, without having recourſe to the —— | 
a Newton, Prieftley,: orca 35 ee 


8 6 # 3 
back; as à print juſt liſhed hum rouſ 
preſented: ny to be eg | e 27k 
Secondly, it aggrandiged the levent Corning; 
fioners;"or holy Bae, d their eight A Affſtant- | 
Directors. Der 
Thirdly, it aggre 168 gecdy — and | 
raiſed: chem from Lilliputians 16" Proba nagians 
and Hs Ben 003 et yt: 
As to the Right Honourable Gentle gwrb mak 
riplying "glaſs, as he at. Preſent held. it u up to look 
at the Bill, in the firſt place, it greatly 'multipli- 
ed friends and jobbers, who wo) Mek de bin at | 
every pinch—=Over \Poes, "outer bbors:" Secondly, 
it multipljed all is warious intereſts, alb his 29h, 
 nections,''#ll his powers!” not onhy at home in this 
country, but by-ſen YHd".land, and ali Ser the 
globe. net When he ſaid, that it multiplied all 
Fl ers, ho muſt except his intellectual powers, 1 
is powers of eloquenee, as he really thou 
e ed wor Be War#ifel or mulfplied.” » nl 
Thirdly, which was by far the” bet for all ird 
muleip! Powefs, it nültiplied th tupees and 
the guineas, if dot to the Walton t The haps 
p favourites who were to taſte % ſweets of the' 
Gai for ve w hola td com. 
And nbw leavin bet Sir Richard ſi, ks 
vould make an ig: firior/-(#f"leaſt he would 
make a tranſition, whether an a, one or not) 
from allegory to the Bill "itſelf the N 
parts and clauſes of which, he mould leave to 
be diſcuſſed by thoſe! whs were much more equal 
to ſo great a work than he wass. 
He ſhould therefore only abitye; nth regard 
to the principle and ſpirit of the Bill in general, | 
that they appeared to him ſo exceedingly oppoſite. 
to Rory whole! genius of the Conſtitution, _ -o 
thole 


t 


| ( 83 ) 
thoſe benign laws by which it was ſupported; 
that the Directors were hardly allowed he pits 
leges which in caurts of judicature were granted 
 tofelons; for in caſes of felony, .ſeizure and-cons 
fiſcation never took place till after conviction; 
whereas in the preſent inſtance, the parties were 
not — — any ſpecific crime 
But ſhould the Bill paſs the Houſe, (the Houſe- . 
he hoped wpuld pardon the ſuppoſition). it muſt 
afford much ſatitfaction indeed tp thoſe who were 
nearly intereſted in it, eſpecially to the body of 
5 Directors, that they had a .pawerful 
| ery 1 eur Houſe. to . plead _ * 
4nd ta fuppart their rights; He meant the nobl 
| why nay 45 gad of the Prencarz 
Board, Who, When the Eaſt-India Regylating Bull 
was brought in, guſt ten years ago, (which Bill | 
did not go near 75 far as the preſent) teſtified his 
| hearty differ, from it ip the following ſtrang 
ern; „inis oe neee ee 
1. Becaufſe it was not only an high and dan- 
gerous violation of the yet unqueſtioned Charter 
of the Company, but a total ſubverſion of all the 
principles of the Law and Conſtitution of this 
foam ie ai ee gg: e 
23. © Becauſe. the election of executive officers 
in Parliament is plainly unconſtitutional, praductive 
of, intrigue gud faction, and calculated for/extend» 
ing 4 corrupt Influence in the Crown. It frees 
Miniſters from reſponſibility, whilſt it leaves 
them all the effects of patronag e. 
Thus , prateſted the noble Duke, and, Sir 
Richard doubted not, but he would be as ſteady 
in his principles till death, as the much-lamented 
Marquis who joined with him in the Proteſt. 
He. remembered that the Right. Hongurable 
Secretary aſſerted, when this Bill was read 7 
| | | | . 
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fiſt time, that charges « of peculation were with 


held, becauſe money was ſent over to the Direc- 
tors, which ſtopped: their mouths, and prevented 
rheir complaints. Ee doubted not but the Right 
Honourable Gentleman himſelf felt what he {andy 
when he; aſſerted this, and that the i ſame Right 
Honourable Gentleman Ener full well, that cho 
kud indeed a wonlenful power ＋ 2 

and io changing mens lauguage, | (and en ee 
cannectibns ; yea, that it W _ the 15 
kad * mußte, that i it had 


140 ns to ſoothe the avige 1 
al E Wen rocks, or bend the e gs 


but how: far it had been done in the caſe before 


| them, remained yer'to be proved? 


Before he ſat down, he muſt Lfaby; that it 
ought to have much wei me er the firſt com: 
mercial. city in the che K La ad ex preſſed a diſap- 
probation of this Bill, by def ig in * 
Council to petition the Houſe a ant! it. 
ruſt add, chat hie Was ha py y to ſee 40 Fil an an ug 
ndance upo n 2 latter ps uch vaſt conſe neffce 2 
and that nocwith dite the ight Ho bvtdble | 
Secretary moſt ui ndſomely, im Bis opinion, re: 
fuſed to put off the ſecond de of the Bill till 
the day of the Call; though by way bs: apo Sy | 
—— that refuſal, AN Konobratie 00 of his; 
great ornament to his profelfion, aftedd, wt 3 | 
en ſpeech; how it was poſi 1 the Gnile- 
men Artis were to be ſummòned bo attend the Call, 


to make themſelves maſters 18 0 1 12 


the road ?}—Sir Richard ſaid, 55 50 wiſh 
learn wiſdom from the arguments of his Bind 
rable friend, as every body muſt who attended him. 


buſineſs,” whilft they were com 112 pon 
da Nahe 


He would beg to alk 1 in return, what profound 


knowledge 


55 


Fuowiedge öf this Bill were thoſe Guntlenien 
likely to enter the Houſe with, who had been 
bree out of their beds at one, two, or three 
- b*clock in the morning; by the arrival of Miniſte- 
» hr Meſſengers, with mandates to mount them up 
to town with the celerity of air balloòns; i brder 
that they might be in time enougli for the div iſibn 
that evening? What; was to inform and detertr i e 
the judgment of thoſe Gentlemen on that arduous 
_ becafion ? Why; they were to look at the Treaſury 
Bench, to caſt their eyes round the Houſe, to fee 
who ſaid a and who ſaid #0, who went out and 
who ſtaid in; and upon thoſe nerits were to de- 
pend the annihilation of an ancient Charter, the 
characters of many reſpectable individuals, and 
ite ſeizure of goods and property—ln' wort, 
e fate of Cæſar and of Rome- 
Mr. JENK1NSON aſked- what had been the con- 
- tu of the Houſe when the Regulating Bill 
1. ; reminding them; that the ſtate of the 
any's affairs was then teferred to a Commit- 

"et 580 Enquiry, and that he had been the Chair- 
man of that Committee. "Mr; Jenkinſon preffed 
for the adjournment; and teprobated the Bill af- 
ter Na thus entered into the arguments to 
1 — che encroachinent on the chartered brivi- | 
leges of che Company, 1 
| r. MansFigeLD' ſp poke it favour of th Bill. 
5 H. ſaid, that a new Füyttem of Indian Govern- 
5 ment was abſolutely neceffary. He reſcued the 
 pteſent Bill from the ealumny thrown upon it, 
ths yy Dons that it did not deſerve the conſtruc- 
tion put upon it by Mr. Jenkinſon. 

Mr. GaERy ILIE, in correct and animated nu - 
guage, ſupported Mr. Pitt's motion for adjourn- 


= ment, and urged, with great earneſtneſs, the in- 
FH 2 decency 


((r 
decency of ſending a Bill to a Committee ſo pre- 
- cipitately, when only a fingle day of poſtpone- 
ment was defired, He was aſtoniſhed, that Mi- 
niſtry ſhould pay ſo little attention to the able 
arguments made by the learned Gentlemen who 
had been heard at the Bar in defence of the Eaſt 
India Company. I tes nds att. 
Lord MAITLAxp, in a ſtrain of honeſt warmth, 
fupported- the Bill, and juſtified it on every prin- 
eiple on which it had been attacked. He 2 
ably in defence of Adminiſtration, and ſaid, that 
he would never deſert them ſo long as they con- 
tinued to act as they had hitherto done. + Fs 
Mr. Husskx very candidly ſaid, that if the di- 
viſion went upon the queſtion. of the commit- 
ment, he would divide for the commitment, 
becauſe he thought this Bill, or ſome Bill, 
was immediately neceſſary. He ſaid, if the ad- 
Journment was really deſired, only to acqui 
- more information, he would vote for it; but 1 
- it was merely for delay, he ſhould oppoſe it. Mr. 
HFuſſey then ſtated two points in regard to Mr. 
_ Fox's obſervations and objections, in which he 
. differed from that Gentleman. 
Mir. Secretary Fox explained himſelf upon both. 
- . Mr. Exsxixk made a moſt animated ſpeech. in 
defence of the Bill, which he argued on its true 
grounds. He ſhewed that moſt of the objections 
which had been urged againſt it, had been mere 
declamation, and not reaſoning. He ſelected a 
gqueſtion of ſtate neceſſity as the jet of the argu- 
ment in debate. He propoſed it with candour, 
and examined it minutely. He challenged Mr. 
Pitt to meet him upon this ground. He divided 
it into two parts the right and the policy. And 
after clearing his ground, ſo as moſt unanſwer- 
ably to cflabliſh the firſt, he ſhewed that the right 
| | | once 


. ( 8 57 \ ) 


once admitted, the policy could not be denied. 
When this Houſe came to divide upon the queſ- 
tion, he ſaid he would venture to propheſy, 
that there would be found as much learning, as 
much hiſtorical knowledge of, the Eaſt and of the 
Weſt, as much information concerning the laws 
and conſtitution of our country, as honeſt; a re- 
gard for both of them, as much public ſpirit, 
as much private honour on the fide of the Hauſe 
on which he ſtood as on theother; and that the Hon. 
Gentleman. (Mr. Pitt) would find it rather a diffi- 
cult taſk to perſuade the People of England, that 
all of them, whoſe names were found in ſupport 
of this Bill, were a ſet of wicked conſpirators 
ainſt the private right of individuals, and pub- 
lic privileges of the nation. He declared ſo- 
lemnly, upon his honour- (which had never, he 
thanked God, been called in queſtion in public 
or in private), that he gave his moſt conſcienti- 
ous ſupport to that urgently neceſſary reform! 
And 5 his underſtanding, in its original con- 
ception, by the ſupport it had received in con- 
duct and in argument, from the great and cl9- 
quent Stateſman who preſented it to the Houle, 
whoſe talents ſeemed to be formed by Providence 
to retrieve this ſtill great country from its falling 
and depreſſed condition. Let his Right Honour- 
able Friend go on with:firmneſs, and riſque his 
office at every ſtep he took, and he would com- 
bat by his ſide, as he now did, at the hazard of 
all the proſpect of ambition. Let. him ſtand on 
his own manly ſuperior underſtanding, and the 
integrity of his heart, which he knew was always 
ready to guide it in the courſe of his duty, and 
he would ſtand for ever by him, or be ready te 

| ſink with kim in his fall. 1 880 1 
| . 


4 * < .& Q 
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le. Dawrsrzx declared his opinion was fingy- 

lar: He wiſhed us to abandon India entirely. 
He faid it would only load Great Britain with 
debt, and add to Her difficulties. He warned the 
Houſe againſt running down the Court of Pro- 
prietors, declaring, that he formerly went to 
Loeadenhall- ſtreet, and found a . r aſfembly 


in the Eaſt, ſo like a popular 


ly in the 


"Weſt, that he could not avoid thinking while he 
was there, that he was in the fame company he 
met in the Houſe of Commons. In regard to the 
Bill itſelf, he confidered it an infringement on the 
liberties of the ſubject. He alledged, that its 
projectors would not ſtop, here; they would pro- 
ceed further, and of courſe, attack, and frample 


under foot, the ſacred rights and 


$20 VBA f 
Charters of 


other commercial companies, and certainly, with 
the ſame propriety and juſtice. | He allowed, that 
a melioration of the Government was neceſſary, 
but he deteſted ſuch deſperate remedies; and as 
he apprehended how the debate would end, he 
would withdraw himſelf rather than vote on the 
occaſion; for he would not vote againſt his con- 
ſcience, were they to make him king of Dehli, 
whoſe annual revenues amounted to upwards of 


- twenty-four millions. 


Mr. TrorNToN made a ſhort ſpeech againſt the 


Bill, and in ſupport of the motion 
ment. 2 


for adjourn- 


Sir Henry FLETCHER gave a brief account of 
the real fituation of India, and urged the neceſſity 
of coming to ſome meaſure without delay, if we 

meant to preſerve our territories there. Sir Henry 


| faid, in remark on My. Dempſter 
that perhaps it might have been 


's argument, 


better if we 


had never ſeen India. But we had now acquired 


an empire there, and if ws did not ſecure it to 


ourſelves, 


E 


ourfelves; it would fall into the poſſeſſſou of ſume 
other European Power, wkich would prove a very 
1 3 Mr., FßAzZER ſaid, 55 found 
himſelf called upon to give a vote, and if he gave 
a ſilent one, he 'mighe be liable to —— 
tion. He begged, therefore, the indulgence of 
the Houſe, to ſtate! his reaſons for the vote he 
ſhould give, in one ſingle obſervation: Since it 
is exploded univerſally as ahſurd in all modern 
governments, to have a dominion within, itſelf, 
over which the parent-ſtate has no-controul;; and 
as the mighty empire of India is of that nature, 
fraught with fatal powers to do injuries abroad, 
and miſchiefs at home, it is time to regulate theſe 
powers, in ſuch a manner, as that one government 
Tall direct and rule the whole, He ſhould there- 


e 


was committed, to object to any part of it his 
A not approve. ht e 
Mr. SaMokl SMITH, Junior, roſe to defend 
himſelf as a Director, from the objections of 
Mr. Fox to the ſtate of the affairs of the Com- 
pany, | Wap in by the Directors. Mr, Smith was 
roceeding through a detail of figures ; but the 
Houſe being extremely fatigued, and the clock 
| ſhewing it was half paſt four in the morning, the 


cry for the Queſtion was ſo loud, that he, after 


in vain complaining of the injuſtice of the Houſe, 
in refuſing to defend himſelf and the reſt of the 
Directors, defiſted ; and ſaid, he would take a 
more favourable opportunity of offering what he 
meant to have ſaid, to their conſideration. 


1 


- Mr. Abies Townsr x» roſe with * 
warmth, to reprobate ſuch conduct in the Houſe, 
which he ſaidd was both unſeemly and unjuſt, 
That having heard the Secretary of State attack 
the Court of Directors, and charge them with 
groſs fallacy, it became their indiſpenſible duty, 
to hear an Honourable Member, who was one 170 
the Directors, make his defence. ©. Bio 

Mr. SMtTRH thanked the Alderman for his i inter · 
poſition—bur finding that the Houſe wiſned to 
riſe, he ſuid he would poſtpone what he had to 
ſay till che next time _ Bil came under "confi. 
_ deration: 7 2» + eim 902 -+ 

The Houſe chen Ster dag the Queſtion oy 
Adjournmepr, when the nee W | 


Noess ien 
Nes H e ee ce 
— ; 6 * : 


Majority eint the Adee 109 0 
The queſtion that the Bill be committed, was : 
then carried without a diviſion; and the Bill was or- 
dered to be committed for next e z. till 
which fy © the Houſe e OT. 
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As the follvwing Papers elucidate the DE. 
BATES on | the EAST” erb , 
we give rem at gi, ac 


2 


State of the Aﬀairs of the EAS ＋ INDIY 
COMPANY in ENGL AND, on tbe. 19th 


N November, 1783, and according to th 
bot IR 3 my mee abroad. 


; 


The Capitat's Stock vY the * Chntihany confiſts' Bf 
| £+2,800,000 paid by the Proprietors into the 
Company's Treaſury, being after the Rate of 
87 and a Half per Cent. upon the Sum of 
£-3,200,000 ſubſcribed, which is the Amount 
of the nominal Capital. The Proprietors are 
liable to à Call at fs Diſcretion of the General 
Court, for the remaining 12 and an Half per 
Cent. upon the Sum Jubjerived, N to 


4. 400,000. 


4 


—— — — 


PAY 


The Dzzrs of the Company are as follow: 


To the Proprietors of the Stock, 
called Eaſt India Annuiries, for the 


capital thereof, being ſo much bor- 


rowed by the Company to enable 


them to make the loan to Govern- 


ment of 4, 200, ooo0l. mentioned on 
the other fide of this accouut. Theſe 
annuities at preſent, ſell at about 
35 per cent. at which rate they are 
Workh only 1,645, S4 al. but the ſum 
received for them, and which bears 
intereſt at 3 per cent. per annum, is 
To the Company's bonds, circu- 
lated in England by authority of 


Parliament, grounded originally on 


the aforeſaid loan to Government. 
The ſum permitted to be ſo circula- 
ted, has from time to time been va- 


ried by Parliament: at preſent, the 


amount ſtands limited to two mil. _ 


lions. The principal of each bond 
may be demanded on ſix months no- 


tice, and by the cuſtom ot the Com- 


pany, the bonds on which fix months 
intereſt are due, are received as caſh 


in payment, for goods bought at the 


Company's ſales. The ſum at pre- 

ſent in circulation is L£.1,716,125 
Befides bonds paid in 55 

for goods bought, which 

are ſtated as part of caſh 

on the other ſide of this | 

account — — 280,675 


1 — 


Debts carried over 


1,996, 700 


. 4:9 89,140 


— 


[14M 


The Propunry of the Com panyare as follow: 


The debt — Government, for. 
money lent by the Company, at 3 
per Cent. per Annum intereſt 


Due to the, Company from Go- S 


vernment, for the, followin a articles, 
the allowance of which is diſputed: 


For ſubſiſtence of Priſoners, & c. 


in the former war- 269,687 7 
Expences on the expe:- 


dition. to Manila 137775 eb 
Hoſpital expences 2344, ; 


Y — — 


Caſh, conſiſting of the following 


articles, via. 


In money  — — 1491794 | 


In the Company's bonds 
paid in the ſales, as men- 
tioned on the other ſide, 
which the Company will 


again iſſue — — 280,675 


In debentures and cuſtom 


notes, which-will, on ſettle- 


ment, diſcharge 0 much of 
the ſum charged on the 
other ſide, as payable for 
cuſtoms — — 186,585 


Due for goods ſold, but not deli- 


vered or paid for 
Value of goods in warchouſe un- 


_ fold, of which all the freights and 


duties are paid or charged on the 
other fide of this account, eſtimated 


to produce, clear of diſcount 


+ x GO) 2 


2 E is 
7 0d 
* z * * 
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609,954 
553 5258 


2,500,000 


Property to be carried over IT 5,223 3 
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_ ; EY 1. * 
| Debts brought over 4,989, 140 
The old bonds called in, but _ 5 
which have not been preſented for 


o 7 „ 0 7 
* Wo Titi 


payment,, and on which intereſt A 


— e 
To Government; Yor” enen 
poſtponed by authority of Die O02 of 1 
ment — "96 mo 2 


To ditto, for cuſtoms due and to 
grow due upon all the goods in bes. an t an 
unſold; in diminution of which, the 
ſum of 1186,584h. gs 3d of debentures ©! - - 
reckoned as caſh on the other fide 
of this'account, will, upon a ſettle- 


4 


ment, be charged — — '—= 3 ; 


To ditto, for the laſt payment of 
the ſum of £:400,000, agreed te be 


paid for renewal of the Charter | — oo, o 


To ditto for Exchequer Bills lent 
to the Company by authority of Par- 


liament, which will become payable 


in April, 1786, and intereſt r 555 302 2597 


To accepted Bills of Edcbalig: A 451 
Certificates, falling dus as fol. | 
los, viz. 


Paſt due, but not preſented for 
wenn — £36,280" 
4 Due before the iſt of 9,8 ; 


March, 1784 — 15,59 


ht. has LMS 


Debts to be carried over 129,172 7044873 2 


o y . 5 "oF 


{NS 140.2 Pro operty We AE 8 valgus | 


Leben exported to Indi˖a. 
but not included in the accounts oft Lore 


property there, not being arrived 34611 

when the ſame was made pd 299 142 41909 
Silver Tamas in their reafuryo* rx 
| for exportation — 2 oF 1,090 


Advanced on account: of freighit | 
to the owners of ſhips now abroad, 


which will be deducted from the 55 
freight, payable to them when they 


arrive 172,334 
Value of ſhips and veſſels employ- e 

ed in Engladead̃ x- — — 12,300 
Value of the Company s houſes 1 


and buildings in London, eſtimated 


by Surveyors, at the ſum hep, would 

ſell for —— — 233,616 

The prime coſt of Suri cargoes | ; 

on their paſſage from Bengal — | 70g, 824 
Ditto, of cargoes diſpatched from N 


Bengal to other preſidencies, which 


iy 


are not reckoned as part of the 
ſtock at thoſe preſidencies, not be- 
ing arrived when the accounts 


thereof were made. Eos any wy 364,515 


The accounts of the debts, cre- 
dits, and effects of the Company at 
the ſeveral Prefidencies in India, are 
unavoidably. mixed with the provi- 
ſion made for the homeward- bound 


cargoes of all ſhips not laden at the 
time of making up ſuch accounts; 
and together with the cargoes ar- 


riving from Europe, the ballances of 
thoſe accounts conſtitute the fund 3 


Property to be carried over 1101199 $ 


#* 7 


66: 
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| Debts brought over 123,171 7,044-573 
— the uſt of DN * c 1 
March, 1784, and iſt ß 
March, 1785, — SS dong 

Due between the iſt of | e e 
March, 17 . nnd iſt ... Hh 
March, 1788 — 206, 396 een 
Due after March, 1786 94-684 oor gb A, 

Two Bonds pay able en 1 
atteſted copies — © 165794 En iin 

„ — 990, 795 
fo Bilie of ee ee eee 


* 


cates not accepted, — due as A ar be 
follous: Ws WI, TS 
bi Before the: 1ſt of a % March, l 27 56 yd 
1 1784 — £-32,646 ot 1 
1 Between it of B March, „ F +. 
1 1784, and iſt of March, + 11963 no 
1 1785 s 9 5 bon 2 e 
A . it — March, IF 
"pl 1785, and iſt of March, 
1 1786 2 775.86 * 
f After the iſt of March, 25 
* 1786 — h., 011 
1 | 1,498,300 
1 ED 


N. B. Of this ſum no more than 
about J. 588,000.can be accepted, 
without permiſſion from the Lords 
of his Majeſty's Treaſury. | + 

To ſundry perſons for freight, and 1785 
other demands, in the ordinary & ir 
courſe of the 'Company” 8 Affairs — 458,481 


— At. 21 3 


Debts to be carried over 97992, 152 


t 0 I 
: it over Bo 993 
pf 224 0 4 oh ; 

for ſs, EE. 0 Seele dea 4 
cargoes. Theſe accounts have always 
been kept ſeparate from thoſe of 'for=* ' 
tifications, and other dead ſtock, and® ERS 
have been ſtated under the head f rr 
Ballance of the Quick Stock.” According | 
to the lateſt advices, the ballances 155 = | 
of theſe accounts of Quick Stock, Foil 
are as follow: WH” 7 

Quick ſtock at Bengt, on the” 
28th of February, 1783; valuing * 
the rupee at 28. 3d. ſterling. 

In treaſure” and bills re- 


ceivable © = © £4777, * 0 mi | 
. _ Goods for Europe I. N 105 $ b 
the diſpatch of the four ri bn 
cargoes herein before men- | d ute 
tioned — 6322, 805 
Goods imported remain®= © | 
ing unſold — 378,94 


Salt paid ſor and re- 

maining unſold = | 119,891 
Stores, civil, marine, and” 

military, unexpended 680, 
Advanced 55 the Board | 09 

of Trade and others, for 

future proviſion of goods 

for Europe, and debts due 

in the ordinary courfe of * Kuen 

buſineſs l 837 a”. 
Debt due by the Nabob my 75 

| Aſoph ul Dowla © - 789,929 


. s ; 
x : a 1 
Prop erty to be carried over 11 5011,99 
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x 


"#1 
+ Debts. brought over 


"ys fundry, perſons. for dividends. 
and intereſt due, not yet demandes 
Io half a year's dividend on the 

capital ſtock voted by the General 
Court, and payable next Chriſtmas 

To the amount of the Intereſt on 
the military and contingent funds 
eſtabliſhed by Lord Clive. At pre- 
ſent the Company i is only liable to 


pay to the objects thereof, the inte- 


reſt of this f und; but if ever the 


Company ſhall no longer have a 
fleet or army in India, the 1 
will then become payable to the 
heirs of Lord Clive —— 
Ballance in favour of the Com- 
any, beſides the articles hereunder 
ſpecified, upon which no- valuation 
1s put in the preceding accounts, 
viz. 


ing of fortifications, warehouſes, and 


other buildings, &c. The articles 
falling under this deſeription were 


The dead ſtock in India, conſiſt- 


9555 52 


1 VE! £2 


2 49,90: 


* 3 
I 2 W 1 
| += wha 
T4 * * 
* „ 
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valued by Lord Godolphin's Award 


in the year 1702, at £.400,000, but 


they have now coſt the Company 


nearly ſeven millions.ſterling. 


The Company's landed property 8 | Zang 


in India, excluſive of the territorial 


revenues, ng an annual in- 


come of about * 881,0, 


Debts to be Rn over 881,000 3 


8 1 


| Property brought over 4,206 7005 11,01 1933 
CYL | Devpucrt F340 1 3x1 ? at; 44 . 

| Debts due by the N t ee 1 
pany in Zengal, on e a 
and otherwiſe— 2780 65,16 bnd 


1 147 


* en 
1 


— * Non ne 
Balance in favour of adde on ee _ 
the Company | . 158,927 IG uon 
N. B. The arrears due to the ar a. as 
my in Bengal at this period, do nat 
appear; but by a ſubſequent minu lugr off |; 


it appears, that the whole of their 5 1 
pay, and arrears of every kind, to tbke 
month of March, 1783, would 1 
 ainount to about £+4502,174 | 
There is alſoa ſum of £429,456, | | 
_ arifing from Lord Clive's military Tl 
+ fund, for which the Company ron I 
ſent pays only the intereſt; but if 
ever they ſhall no longer have an ar- 
my or navy du India, the principal 
will become payable to the win WG. 
Lord Clive in India. 

A debt of . 130, 300 from the Be. - 
rar Government to the Company, 
and a difputed claim of the 7 1 
ny, of C. 60, 186, for intereſt on ar- ee 

rears of ſalt duties, are left out of. 
this account. TRY Ty 

The quick ſtock at Madras, on 

Rn of Auguſt, 1782, < 0] 
when there are no advices on this 
ſubject) ſtood as follows; valuing the 
pagoda at Bs. ſterling: 

Caſh and bills receiv- 


able © 5 CL. 280, 400 
Goods provided for Eu- 
rope — 688, 694 


Property to be carried over 394,049 11,011,994 


: 

, 

| 

| 

| ö 
f 

| 

| 

| 

| 


debe ien! tre * . . 610 7 1506. = 
Debts 3 over 39 7%j 11,311, 73 
The territorial reven es 
upon the Coaſt of Co o-. 
mandel, and the Northern 
Circars, upon which the | | 
Public has no claim, a2: 
mount ſubject to the char- e 
ges of management) to a: 
bout per annum, — 330,0 //%s 
The territorial revenues { Ig9 TH i 
in Bengal, Bahar, ang 
Orixa, amount (lubject n 
the charges of manage- 


ment) to about, per an- Me | 
num . $38,000 9 fi. 
The ſubſidy paid by the „„ 
Nabob of Oude, and the Nen 
tribute from Benares, a- een en 


mount to a further elear 
income of about, per an- 7 
num | — . 962,000 ry 
The revenue ariſing from 
ſalt in Bengal, amounts to 
about per annum — 450, 0 
The revenue of cuſtoms 161. 
in India, amounts to about | 
er annum — 226.26 
: The ſubſi dy paid by the 2 g 
Rajah of Tanjore, amounts | 
to about, Per annum — 160,000 4. 


Debts to 1 carried over er 1531775 
5 = Tio 6 ha 
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From the Rajah of Tan- 
Jore | wot I 
From the Renters of. © 
ſundry diſtricts — 5095.06 

Advanced for inveſtment - | | 
and ſundry ſmall debts 76, 832 

N. B. The war in the 
Carnatick will delay the 
payment of ſome of theſe 1 
debts, and muſt have ren- TOR OR 
dered many others of them CE} 
precarious, ſo that their 
exact value cannot be aſ- 
certained; but the above 
ſums are undoubtedly due 
to the Company. — 

| \' Degpvcr 2,899,242 

Debts due by the Com- 
pany at Madras, at the a- 

ove period, by bond or 
otherwiſe, including all ar- | | 
rears to the military $21,164 5 | 


158,250 775 


Balance in favour of the 
Kann 2,056, 56⁊ä; 
roperty to be carried over 11, 011,99 3 
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The quick ſtock at cave 
conſiſting of the difference between 
caſh and effects, and the debts ws 
there by the Company, amounte 
in like manner, on the 19th March, 
1783, to a balance in favour of the 


Company of OM L. 189,036 ; 


The quick ſtock ; at St, Helena, on 


the zoth September, 1782, amount- 


ed in like manner to L. 27, 618 


The quick ſtock in China, "ia an 
account, dated 48th December 1782, 
as explained by a letter dated 17th 


February 1783, amounted, after the 
diſpatch of the ſhips of that ſeaſon, 


which are arrived, and over and a- 


bove all the debts of the Company 


in China to ——  £.132,596 


The quick ſtock! at Wr on 
the 15th September, 1782, valuing 


the rupee at 28. 6d. ſterling, ſtood 


as follows: 
Caſh and bills receiv- N 
able y 2 4,663 
Goods provided for Eu- 
R „ 


Goods imported, re- 

maining unſold — 42,95 
Stores, civil, marine, 

and military, not expen- | 

— 148,003 

Quick ſtock at ſubor- 

dinates, not ſpecified — 20,075 


Property to be carried over 


11,011,993 
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Property nns over 11,01 1,993 


Debts to the 
Company 391,06 
Deduct the un- OR * 
ſecured part of a 
debt from Rago- 
bah — 398,879 


value of effects I .823, oz) 


The amount of debt at Bombay 


of all denominations (beſides the ar- 
rears due to the military, which are 
not ſpecified) mounted at the above 
period to 

Deduct the value of ef- 


fects as above — $23,027 | 


Balance againſt the 


Company — 967,085 
Recapitulation of the balances of 
2 quick ſtock: 


In favour of the Com- 
any at Bengal —, 1,838,937 
5 Madras — 2,078,078 
China — 132,596 
Bencoolen — 189,036 
St. Helena —— 27,018 


4,266, 265 
Againſt the Company at 
Bombay 967,085 


SamveL Nicol, Accountant. 


1,790,112 


4. 


23299, 180 


4· 14,31 1,173 


Joax Axn1s, Auditor of Indian Accounts, 
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Veſting the Affairs of the Eaſt India Company in 
the Hands of certain Commiſſioners, for the 


Benefit of the Proprietors, and the Public. 


EREAs diſorders of an alarming nature and magnitude have 
YI 1 go till continue and incrda, inthe manage- 
ment of the territorial poſſeſſions, the revenues, and the. commerce 
of this Kingdom in the al . by, means whereof the proſperity 
yes, hath been greatly diminiſhed, and the valuable intereſts of 
j revenues, and commerce, 


the natives. þ 
this. pation ip the Jaid fergforial poles x 
have been materially impaired; add would probably fall into utter ruin, 
if an R and Nn were noi provided: ves: 
Be it therefore enaQted by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by ang 
with the advice and conſent of the e and Temporal, anc 
Commons, in ths f eee e | 
of the ſame, That the goyetament and management of the territorial 


2ofſeſtions, revenues, and commerce, of the united Company of mer- 
chants of 28 trading to the Eaſt Indies, by the Directors and Pro- 
E the ſaid Compan „or either of them; and all and ſingular 
1 Pr and Auharigiga © the ſaid Directors and Proprietors, or of 
any ſpecial, or general, or other Court thereof, in the ordering and ma- 
ing the ſaid poſſeſſions, revenues, and commerce; and all elections 
„%%% / Company; be and are, hereby declared 


charter, uſage, law, or ſtatute, to the contrary ee 


2 ter governing, ordering, and. managing the, faid - texxitorial poſſeſ- 
ions, revenues, and commerce, the right ar] 
Fitzwilliam, the right honourable Eredeviek -Moptaguy, tle right. hon- 

Geka Legge, commonly, calle Irs. hong. Jew ham, the 
honourable George , Auguſtus, North, 125 lber Eliot, Raronet, Sir 
Henry Fletcher, Baronci, and Robert Gregory, Eſquire, ſhall be, and 


or Proprietors, or by the general Court of Proprietors, of the ſaid United 
| ; | Tt <a Company, 


— 


led, and by the authority 
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Company, and all ſuch farther and other powers 2nd authorities, and 
under ſuch directions, and ſubject to ſuch limitations and reſtridtions, 
as in this Act, or in any other Act, the proviſions whereof are not here- 
by altered or repealed, are contained, for the Government and | 
ment of the ſaid territorial poſſeſſions, revenues, and commerce, of the 
faid United Company, or in anywiſe relative thereto. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid 
Directors hereby appointed ſhall, and they are hereby authorized and 
impowered, immediately from and after the commencement of this 
Act, to enter into and upon, and to poſſeſs themſelves of all lands, tene- 
ments, houſes, warehouſes, and other buildings whatever, of or belong- 
ing to the ſaid United Company; and alſ# to take into their cuſtody 
and poſſeflion all books, records, documents, charters, , inſtru- 
ments, letters, and other papers whatſoever; and alſo all ſhips and veſſels, 
goods, wares, merchandizes, money, ſecurities for money, and all other 
eſſects whatſoever, of or belonging to the ſaid United Company, in truſt 
for, and for the benefit of the Proprietors thereof, and to have, hold, 
and poſſeſs the ſame, in like manner as they were held and poſſeſſed by 
the Directors hereby diſcontinued, ſubjeR to ſuch charges, claims, and 
demands, as do or may affect the ſame; which Directors ſo diſcontinued, 
and all other officers and ſervants of the ſaid United Company, are 
hereby enjomed, immediately upon the requiſition of the ſaid Directors 
hei eby · appointed, ſignified under their hands and ſeals, or the hands and 
| ſeals of any Three of them, to deliver to them, or to ſuch perſon or 

erſons as they ſhall for that purpoſe appoint, all fuck lands, tenements, 
16uſes, warehouſes, buildings, books, records, documents, charters, 
acts, inſtruments, papers, ſhips, veſſels, goods, wares, and merchan- 
vizes, money, ſecurities for money, and all other effects whatſoever. 
And, for the ſole purpoſe of ordering and managing the commerce 
of the ſaid United Company, under and ſubject to the orders and direc- 
tions of the ſaid Direktor here by appointed, be it further enacted by 
the authority aforeſaid, That Thomas Cheap, Eſquire, George Cuming, 
ſquire, Richard Hall, Eſquire, John Harriſon, Eſquire, Joſeph 
harp, Eſquire, John Michie,” Eſquire, John Smith, Eſquire, George 
Tatem, Eſquire, and James Moffat, Eſquire, being Proprietors, 
each of them bf Two thoufand Pounds capital ftock in the faid United 
Company, at leaſt, ſhalt be aſſiſtant Directors, for the purpoſe laſt afore- 
ſaid ; and ſhall, from time to time, without requſition, and alſo as often 
as they ſhall be thereunto required, render an account of their proceed- 
ings to the ſaid Directors hereby appointed; and in all matters and 
things whatſoever, ſhall purſue and follow ſuch orders and directions, 
as they ſhall from time to time receive from ſuch Directors. 

And be it further enaQted, by the authority aforeſaid, That in caſe 
any vacancy or vacancies ſhall happen in the office of the ſaid Directors 
Hereby appointed, by death, refignation, removal, or otherwiſe, ſuch 
vacancy or vacancies ſhall be filled by his Majeſty, under his ſign ma- 
pual, within Twenty days after ſtotice of ſuch vacancy or vacancies 
— have been given to one of his Majeſty's principal Secretaries of 

Tate. | 12 i 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That in caſe any 
V: cancy or vacancies hall happen in the office of the ſaid aſſiſlant Di- 
F. ors, by death, refignation, removal, or otherwiſe, ſuch vacancy or 
vacancies ſhall be filled by the majority of the Proprietors of the ſaid 
Tnited Company. qualified in the manner required by an Act of the 
Thirteenth year of his preſent Majeſiy, intituled, ** An Act for eſtabliſh- 
ing certain regulations, for the better management of the affairs of 
the Eaſt India Company, as well in India as in Europe; which Pro- 
pr:ctors, at ſuch election of any aſſiſtant Director, ſhall not vote by bal- 
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lot, or in any other covert or concealed manner, but in * 2 court, 
for that purpoſe only ſpeciilly ſummoned; and every ſuch Proprietor, 
m.giving his or her vote, ſhall ſubſcribe his or ker name in a book to be 
prepared for that purpoſe, under the name of the perſon for whom he 
or ſhe ſhall vote. 2 | r ws | 

Aud be it further enaQed by the authority aforeſaid, Thi.t if Five of 
the ſaid Directors hereby appointed, who ſhall be-pretent at any meet- 
ing, ſhall, upon enquiry,. aud after examination into the conduct and 
behaviour of the ſaid aſſiſtant Directors, fiud that any of them is guilty 
of negle or miſdemeanor in the execution of his ſaid office, or of wil- 
ful diſobedience of any order or orders of the ſaid Directois hereby ap- 
pointed, they are hereby authorized and impowered to remove and 
diſplace ſuch aftiſtant Director; entering in eir journals, their reaſons 
ve ſpectively, for removing or diſplacing ſuch aſſiſtant Director, ſigned 
with their reſpective names. . 
Andi be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid 
William earl Fitzwilliam ſhall be, during his continuance as a Director 
by virtue of this Act, Chairman of the board of Directors, and the faid 
right honourable Frederick Montagu, Deputy Chairman thereof; and 
if the ſaid Chairman ſhall die, reſgn, or be removed from ſuch office of 
Director, at any time during the continuance of this Act, then and ia 
that caſe the ſaid Deputy Chairman ſhall ſueceed to the oſſice of Char- 
man of the ſaid board of Directors; and if the ſaid Deputy Chairman 
being become Chairman of the ſaid board of Directors, ſhall alſo die, re- 
ſign, or be removed from the ſaid office of a Directur, then and in that 
caſo, and alſo in every other caſe of a vacancy in the office of Chairman of 
the ſaid board of Directors, the ſaid Duectors hereby appointed ſhall 
chooſe and eleR one of themſelves to ſupply ſuch vacancy ; and if a va- 
cancy, either by ſucceſſion or gtherwiſe, ſhall at any time happen in the 
ſaid office of deputy Chairman of the ſaid board of Directors, eſtabliſhed 
by this Act, the ſaid Directors hereby appointed ſhall, in like manifer, 
chooſe, and elect one of themſelves to ſupply ſuch vacancy. - wa 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid 
Chairman of the ſaid hoard of Directors, or, in his abſence, the ſaid 
deputy, Chairman, ſhill have power to call or ſummon any extraordinary 
meeting of the ſaid Directors hereby appointed, at ſuch time or times as. 
he ſhall think 4 era and may, at any meeting whatever of ſuch 
Directors, if he ſhall think fit, propoſe the buſineſs to be firſt conſidered. 
by ſuch Directors at ſuch meeting; and in caſe of an equal diviſion of 
voices on any queſtion whatever before the ſaid board of Directors ſhall 
ha1e the caſting voice: provided always, That nothing herein contained 
ſhall prevent the majority of ſuch Directors preſent at any meeting, 
from adjourning their meetings to ſuch time or times as they ſhall think 
proper. . <4 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall not 
be lawful for the ſaid Directors hereby appointed, or any of them, upon 
any queſtion whatever, to vote by ballot, or in any other covert man- 
ner; and that in any difterence of opinion, except as to the election tu 
offices of perſons not having before been in the ſervice of the ſaid United 
Company, the ſaid Directors (as well the majority as thoſe who ſhall diſ- 
ſent) ſhall each of them enter, on the journals of the ſaid Directors, his 
reaſons for his vote, ſigned with his name, or his adherence to the rea- 
ſons entered by any otter Director. | | 1 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That no perfon 
furniſhing the ſaid United Company with ſhipping, or with any article 
of their inveſtment outwards, either from Great Britain, or from ſuch 
ports and places as the Company's ſhips have occaſion to touch at in their 
way to India, or with any nav. d or military ſtores, or concerned in buy- 
ing and ſelling any commodity * ſaid United Company's importa- 
; | & EEE tion, 


. 


3 
tion, ſhall Be cdpable of being a Director, or afſiſtanr Director, for the 
executioh of this Act. FEE 8 
And be it alſo enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That no perſon ſhall 
be capable of being a Director, or aſſiſtant Director, for the ex echtion of 
this Act, agaipit whom the charge of any corrupt practice, peculation, 
or oppreſſfon in India, doth or ſhall appear in the record: of the ſaid 
United Company Within the ſpace of Two Years before the time of his 
nomm̃at ibn, or ſhall be made upon oath before the ſaid Directors hereby 
| ed within the fpace of Two Years before the time of his nomina- 


appoint: | e din 
: bK, l ſuch Directors. or Three of them, ſmall have examined into 


the ſame, and ſhall have ſeverally declared that they have examined into 
the fald charge, and doin their conſcience believe ſuch perſon not guilty 
of the ſaid charge; br that they do, upon the ſaid examination; find the 
Laid. charge not of ſufficient importance to exclude the ſaid petfon' fron 
the ſaig office, of Director, or affiſtant PireRor, as the caſe may be; -and 


that they have entered upon their journals their reaſons for fuch their 


opinion. : | | $ 1 
Pa be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That no perſon 
who hath been, now is, or ſhall hereafter be, in the ſervice of the ſaid 
United Company in India, mall be capable bf being a DireRory or affitt- 
aut Director, for the execution of this Act, within the Tpace of Two 


4 =. 


Years from the time. of his laſt return from India. 3 

And be it further etiacted by the authority aforefaid,” That the faid 
Directors hereby appointed — Once in every Six Months, lay before 
the Proprietors of the ſaid United Company, in a general Court to be 
for that purpoſe affembled, an exact ftate of the debts and credits of 
the ſaid United Compiny ; the firſt coſt and charges of their inveſtments, 
outward and inward ; with the ſurns of money in India, applicable to an 
inveſtmetit, according to the laſt accounts received therefrom; an ac. 


count of the ſipping ; an account of the produce of the ſales; and the 


flate of the warehouſes at home and bro. , + 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid 
Directors hereby appointed ſhall, within Twenty Days after the com- 
mencement of every ſeffion of Parliament, lay befcre the Lords Com- 
miſfioners of His Majeſty's treaſüry (who are hereby authorized and re- 
quired, without-lofs of time, to lay the fame before both honiſes of Par- 
hament) an account of the produce of the territorial and other revenues 
of the ſaid United Company in India; and atfo eſtimates of the civil, 


military, and naval eſtablimments there; together with k tate of the 


hond and other debts due from the ſaid United Company in India, diſtin- 
guiſhing what belongs to each of the principal prefidencies and ſettle- 
ments of the ſaid United Company in India; and alſo the ſtate of the 
trade, laid by the ſaĩd Directors before the ſaid Proprietors at their then 
laſt general court. „ ä 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid 
Directors hereby appointed, or the major part of them, ſhall have full 
power and anthority to remove, difplace, ſuſpend, appoint, confirm, or 
reftorey all and every perſon or perſons whatfoeyer, from or to any 
office, Natien, or capacity whatſoerer, civil or military, in the ſervice 
of the ſaid United Company, or within the limits of the faiu United Com- 
pany's charters, or any of them, or any way concerned in the mnnage- 
ment of their affairs within this kingdom, or in India, whether any ſuch 
perton or perſons ſhall have been nominated or appointed in and by 
any Act or Acts of Parliament, or howſoever otherwiſe nominated 
or appointed; except as is herein provided and eſtabliſhed, as to the 
3 gi and removal of ſuch Directors themſelves, and of the ſaid 


affiſtaut Directors. h | 


And, for the more ſpeedy and effetual puniſhment of offences com- 
Mitted in India, by perſons employed in the fervice of the ſaid Con- 
7 | mm Pang, 


« 


C 9 2 
pany; be it enafted by the authority uforeſaid,” That Whenever ay P 
charge of corruption, peculation, oppreſſion} extortion, receipt of pre- 
ſents, uſury, breach of orders, or other $#ievotis offence, ſhall be ex- 
tubited'or made; before the Govertiof General and Council of Behg: 
or the pteſident and council of auy of the -prefidenties or {ettleriier 
abroad, of the ſaid United — and trinſmirted from thente th 
0 


the court of Directors, hereby ont inued, ar to the ſaid Directors 
hereby appointed, againſt" ay of the ſaid Governors, Preſdents gr 
members of the cauncil, of any of the ſaid preſidencies or ettle- 
ments of the ſaid United Company, or oters, in any office, ſtatibn, 
or einploymzent, civil ar military; in the ſail Uniteq' Obmipany's 7 
or which hall be exhibited or made by any of the native Princes, depet 

dent upon br under — — the ſaid United Company, agalntt 
any ſacti pet ſon or perſons j the ſaid Dice tors hereby Appointed, mall, 
within Twenty days after the ſame ſhall be received, enter into an exi- 
minatiom of ſuch charge: And if, upon or in conſequence of ſuch exa- 
minat ion ſuch Directors ſhill not think proper either to rec ali or order 
a proſecution against ſuch perfon ſo charged, each and every ſuch 
Director making ſuch exatmiuntion as aforeſaid into futh charge, that 
enter in Writing, and ſubſoribe with his name, in the Journals of ſuch 


Direckors, his opinion on tbe valldity and importanes bf fuch charge, 


with his ſpecific reaſons, on the particular caſe; for 'fiot recallitls thie 
per ſon ſo charged, or for not ofdering a proſecution upon ſuch charge. 
And be it further ẽnaeted by the authority aforeſatd, That before an} 
perſon or perſons what fever, Who Have beet; are; or ſhall hereafter 
m the ſervice of the ſaid United Company} in any office; ſtation, or em- 
plov ment Wat ſoever, civil of military, in ay of the preſidencixs of 
jettie ments. af the ſaid United Company abroad; and Who have beed, 
or are or mall be, in Great Britain after ſtich ſervice abroad; and 
againſt w/hom any charge ſhafl appear upon any part of the Company's 
records, or ſhall have been mid ta the faid Court of Directors hereby 
diſęontinued, or Generil Couft of Proprietors, or ſhall be made or ex- 
hibited-to the ſaid Directors hereby appointed ; ſhall be Ae by 
the ſaid Directors hereby appointed to return to any part of India, either 
in the ſame; or in any other office, ſtatibn 6r employment, in the ſer- 
vice of the ſaid United Company : And alſo, before E ſaid Directors 
hereby appointed thall confirm the appointment, or ſhtfer the departure 
from Great Brit ain for India, of any perſon or perforis Who may have been 
or ſhali be appointed to any office, ſtation or e ploytnenr whatfoever; itt 
the ſervice of the ſaid United'Compitiy;' arid againſt whom any fuck 


charge ſhall'appear, or ſhall have been made, or ſhall be made as afore> 


ſaid ; and alſo. before the ſaid Directors hereby appointed, ſhall them- 
ſelves 'appoint any perſon, having before been in the ſervice of the 
ſaid United Companz, to any office, ſlation, or employment whatſo- 
ever, in the ſaid United Company's ſervice, and agaiuſt whom any ſuch 
charge ſhall appear, or ſhall have been made, or ſhall be made as afore- 
ſaid ; the ſaid Directors hereby appointed ſhall, and they are hereby 
required, to make a full and particular examination and enquiry into 
the conduct of every ſuch perſon, relative to the ſail ſervice, and the 


ſubject matter of ſuch charge; and ſhall enter on their journals theif 


reaſons for permitting any ſuch perſon to return, or confirming the ap- 
pointment, and permittitig the departure, of any ſuch perſon, or for 
themſelves appointing any ſuch perſon (as the cafe may be) not with- 
ſanding ſuch charge. ei % ths 75 | | 
And be it further enacted, by. the authority aforeſaid, That in caſe of 
any diſputes, differences, uf controverſies whatſoever, which have ariſeli 
and are depending, or which ſhall or may hereafter ariſe, between the 
Governor General and Council of Bengal; or between any of the wy 
ſidents of any other of the ſettlements of the ſaid United Company, and 
their 


. Gn obs  <rere + bp 


— a % 
1 


LS 


their reſpective conncils ; of between any of the ſubordinate chiefs and 
their councils ; or between the government of one ſettlement and the 
government of any other ſettlement ;, or between any of the governors 
or prefiding powers of any of the ſubordinate ſettlements; the ſaid 
Directors hereby appointed ſhall, within wy days after the receipt 
of any official account of any ſuch diſpute, difference, or controverſy, 
enter upon an examination and enquiry. into the ſame; and ſhall, 
Within Three Months thereafter, _ — a — deciſion 
thereupon, or enter upon their journals their reaſons, ſigned with their 
reſpective names, for not coming to ſuch definitive decifion, + 

1 * de it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That if at any 
time the Governor General and Council of Bengal, or the preſident and 
council of any of the principal or ſubordinate ſettlements, ſhall require 
the direction or opinion of the ſaid Directors hereby appointed, on any 
matter whatſoever for the government of ſuch Governor General and 
Council, or prefident and council, or for the ſettlement or accommoda- 
tion of any matter in diſpute, or likely to come into diſpute, between or 
among them, or any of them; the ſaid Directors ſhall return an anſwer, 
opinion or direction, to ſuch requiſition, within Three months after 
receiving the letter or letters containing the ſame, or enter upon their 
3 ls their reaſons ſigned, with their reſpective names, for not ſend- 
ing the ſame within the time aforeſaid. LEY | 

And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That if at any ume any 
complaint ſhall be made of any breach of treaty, injury, wrong, or 
grievance, done or committed againſt any native Prince in India, by any 
of the governments of the ſaid United Company's ſettlements, or any 
officer or other perſon, civil or military, in the ſervice of the faid 
United Company ; or if any ſuch breach of treaty, injury, wrong, or 
grievance, ſhall (without complaint being made thereof) appear upon 
any part of the correſpondence relating to the ſaid United Company's 
Ani ; the ſaid Directors hereby appointed ſhall, as ſpeedily as may be, 
enquire into ſuch breach of treaty, injury, wrong, or grievance: and 
mall begin their examination into the ſame, by reading and conſidering 
any treaties, agreements, or aſſurances, ſubſiſting between the ſaid 
United Company and ſuch native Prince, or any way relative to him, 
if any ſuch there ſhall be, or any orders which may have been given 
by the Court of Directors hereby diſcontinued, or general court of 
Proprietors, reliting to ſuch native Prince; and the ſaid Directors 
hereby appointed ſhall do full and complete juſtice to ſuch native 
prince for Such breach of treaty, injury, wrong, or grievance, and 
on every material article and head of 7 (if there be more than 
ene). ſpecifically, and not upon the whole of ſuch charge in groſs. 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That Three, 
and not leſs, of the ſaid Directors, ſhall form a. Board for executing 
this Act, or any of the powers thereof, or any other powers veſte. in 
or committed to, or which ſhall be veſted in or committed to, ſuch 
Directors, and the major part of the ſaid Directors preſent ſhall deter- 
mine, except where the voices ſhall be equally divided, and then the 
Chairman, or, in his abſence, the Deputy Chairman, ſhall! have Two 
voices, or the caſting voice. 49 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That all the cor- 
reſpondence of the ſaid Directors hereby appointed, with all perſons 
whatſoever in the ſervice of the ſaid United Company, ſhall be ſigned 
by the Secretary of ſuch Directors, by order of the board. 

And whereas by virtue of the charter of the ſaid Company, and the 

regulations which have from time to time been made for the better 
government of the ſaid Company, it is required, that certain Acts 


mould be done or conſented to, and that certain accounts ſhould be 
; | | ligned - 


a Gxned by a particular number of the Directors hereby diſcontinued ; 


whatſoever, where any matter, or thing is directed to be done or 
conſented to, or any accounts or writing to be ſigned-by the Directors 


dereby diſcontinued, or to be done or conſented to, or ſigned by any 


articular number of ſuch Directors, ſuch Act, matter, or thing ſhall, 
— and after the commencement of this Act, be done or conſented 
to, and ſuch accounts or writing ſhall be ſigned by Three of the Direc- 
tors hereby appointed. 1 $24) | 

And be it r enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid 

Directors hereby appointed, and aſſiſtant Directors, and each and every 
of them, during the continuance of this Act, ſhall be utterly incapa- 
ble of taking, holding, or exercifing, any office, ſtation, or employ- 
ment whatſoever, in the ſervice of the ſaid United Company ; and 
ſhall alſo be incapable of taking, holding, or exerciſing any other 
place of profit from the crown, during pleaſure. 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall 
and may be lawful for his Majeſty to remove any of the ſaid Directors 
hereby appointed, or aſſiſtant Directors upon an addreſs of either houſe 
of Parliament. | | | | 

And whereas a doubt may ariſe, whether the place of Director, 
when the ſame ſhall be held by any perſon, to be appointed by his 
. Majeſty in manner herein before provided, be not within the proviſion 
of an Act of the Sixth year of the reign of Queen Anne, intituled, 
% An Act for the ſecurity of her Majeſty's perſon and Government, 
« and of the ſucceffion to the crown of Great Britain in the proteſtant 
« line,” although the ſaid place ſhall have been created and erected by 
authority of Parliament ; be it therefore enacted and declared by the 
authority aforeſaid, That ſuch office ſhall not be deemed and taken to 
be within the intent and purvieu of the ſaid Act; nor ſhall any perſon 
accepting and holding the ſame, by an appointment from his Majeſty 
under his royal ſign manual, be thereby diſqualified from being elected, 
or fitting and voting as a member of the Houſe of Commons. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That there ſhall 
de allowed and paid for and to each of the Aſſiſtant Directors, for ſo 
leng time as he ſhall continue in the office, a clear yearly ſalary of five 
hundred pounds, payable by half yearly payments; and that the reſpec- 
tive payments of the ſaid ſalaries ſhall be ſtated and allowed in the ac- 
count of the diſburſements for the management of the affairs of the ſaid 
United Eaſt India Company. | Pad MeL" 4; | 

And be it further'enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That this Act 
and all the proviſions herein contained, ſhall cornmence and take ef- 


fect from and immediately after this Act ſhall hay received his Majeſty's 
royal aſſent, and ſhall continue and be un force far andy 


of four years. | * ä 
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Prefident and Council, or of any other perſon or EA 0 in Feber ſtation, | 
e — 
* Company, Mall be, and are y declared to be the rules by w ns 
hats before ſcribed ſhall be governed and directed, until notice Au Il' be . 26 — 
given by the Tad Commiſſioners of any alteration, revocation, or repeal, of 2 : 
And whereas retences have been uſed to evade the ſalut 7 regulations of g 
the ſaid act of the thirteenth wed of his Majeſty's reign, relative to rules, or- 
dinances, and regulations, as i NE peoy ovifions contained. in the-ſaid act, 2 | rs: 13- _ 34 L 
thereto, were confined to certain forts and faQories : ; whereby a power du hh RX [.4/ 
to no controul. has been exerciſed throughout the provinces of Bengal, ee, / cathy hs 
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al afid regulations, which by the ſaid act it is made lawful for the Governor Ge- 
ngnaeral and Council of Fort William to iſſue, for the good order and civil go- 
will as vernment of the ſaid ſettlement, under certain reſtriftions and proviſions in the 
. ſaid act contained, were not, nor are meant or intended to be confined only to 


» ther me 4 p : a 
Ce eee gd F be e e 


ſaid ſettlement only; hut ſhall, and " reſtriftions : and pray}. are 
Bereh ons fakes ata, pc p10] > 6 uner- 
by the ſaid 
e, 


ſoever, to all rules, ordinances, and regulations, made and 1085 
Governor General and Council of Fort William, in whatever p or where- 
ſoe ver, or over whatſoever claſs or deſcription of perſons, the ſame are to 
operate, f OLE 


t Peg 14 = And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That any ſuch ws 

| . . ordinance, or regulation, ſhall not only he duly gesiſtered andjppbh in the 

. Suptetrie Court of rare bar ofTN AR Wäre of 55 1 — 
an 


| t tes. f 1 * 4 1812 2 a N An 1 Del 3 * 
6 „ee it ended by the authority aforefald, That no delegation whatſoever 
i N'\ $37 Ya { 4 ; * . ' * C44 #4 þ 
— 7 of the powers of the Governor General and Council of neren 55 any Pre- 


Berga uu given to the faid Governor General or Preſident, or any other perſon r- 


a the proceedings thereu on 


; 3 and in ſupport of which documents or vouchers mitt. have 
en At : un, {bl 5-4 A oo l wah ada | 
/ And bel Further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That all correſpondence 
nen ty and communication whatſoever, of or by any refident, agent, or other perſon 
employed at the Court' of any native Prince or State, or of or by any ſuch 
emcee native Prince or State, vr any agent or miniſter of ſuch native Prince or State, 
or of or by apy Chief and Council of any factory or ſubordinate ſettlement, or 
bs de. any of them) or of or by any collector of reyenue, ſhall be addreiſed to the 
*r © Governor General and Coungil, or Prefident apd Council, reſpeftiyely ; and 
Se-, all correſpondence and communication whatſoever of or by any ſuch perſon or 
ui by 14, perſons, whether addreſſed to the ſaid Goyernor General or his Secretary, or 
= to any Member of the Council or his Secretaty, ſhall be laid before the 
© aver #95” Council, after the ſame ſhall be received. | © Io. 
za... And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the Governor General 
& of Bengal, and Prefident of any other of the ſaid principal ſettlements in In- 
e dia, may, by his own authority, adjourn or poſtpone the conſideration of any 
| queſtion 'whatſoever, in the reſpective Councils in which they preſide, for 65 
Faq 77 ſpace of And no longer: Provided always, That ſuch Governor Ge- 
Pee eos in neral or Preſident ſhall not have power to adjourn or poſtpone the ſame 
zur queſtion more than pe 5 . „ 
13 And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That neither the Governor 
| - General and Council of Bengal, nor Prefident and Council of any _ | 
8 3 | eo Ea. * 
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And be it enacted by the authority aſpreſaid, That it ſhall not be lawful for n p WI. 


native, independent Prince or State in India, except. upon intelligence, the ,; | 
credibility and importance of which-ſhall he allowed by. a majority in Council, : G. 
uch En HA. * 


majority, upon the records of the ſaid Council, that ſuch Prince or State is * 4 * 
about to attack and make; war upon, or actually making preparations to at- PA Ae. of 
tack and make war upon the territoxies of the ſaid United Qompanys or of formg - AA mg Jab 
af the Princes or States dependent thereupon, - | ef 1 0 fed oy j 
And be it further enacted hy the authority aforeſaid, That neither the ſai Nai j 
Governor General and Council; of Bengal, nor the Preſident and Council of 2 h 
any other of the: ſaid Preſidencies or ſettlements, ſhall have power to make any 22 2 
offenſive alliance whatſoever, for the purpoſe of dividing or ſharing any country — + Io 
or tetritory whatſoever, between or with the ſaid United Company and any OM L -þ 
native Prince or State in India, without the expreſs, ordars and directions, for - , 2 r ; k 
that. purpaſe, of the Commiſſioners aforeſaid. 9 +2. Err. England. | 
And. bg it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid Governor ; 
General and Council of Bengal, or any Preſident and Council of any other of 12 
the ſaid Preſidencies or ſettlements, hall not make or enter into any treaty — . 2 44. 
or agreement whatſoever, to hire out to any native Prince or State in India, . 4 
any part of the Britiſh or native troops ſerying in India under the orders of, E ,, 4.” | 
the ſaid United Company; nor ſhall make or enter into any new treaty or ants h 
agreement whatſoever, to or for the keeping up of any body of ſuch troops "FR { 
” any 22 countries or territories of any of the independent Princes or 5 
tates in India. * 7 | | DES . | | 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid Gover- — 5 | 
nor General and Council of Bengal, or any other of the Preſidents and Coun © „ Hd 
cils of the ſaid Preſidengies or ſettlements in India, ' ſhall not appoint to, or eee. 7 | 
employ-in any office, place, or ſtation whatſoever, any. perſon whatſoever, . 14 LY ' 
native or Britiſh, who hath been or ſhall be removed from any office, ſtation, / SEV j 
or place whatſpeyer, for any miſdemeanor or other offence, without authority 4 #7 —- | 
for that purpoſe firſt had and obtained from the ſaid Commiſſioners, : 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That jt ſhall nat be 2 | 
lawful for the ſaid Governor General and Council of Bengal, or any Prefi, Za. N, or a 
dent and Council of any, other of the ſaid Preſidencies or ſettlements in India, Peony 4 md 
or any Collector of Revenue, or Chief or other Member of any provincial 4 /* N 
or ſubordinate-ſettlement in India, to let or rent any farm of land, or other 4 Jn ; 


: 
: 


af] 
thing whatſoever, to any Banian, native Steward, or other native ſervant; Aires A 
whatſoevex, of any Governor General, Preſident or Member of any Council, <uwn«& 7% N. 
Collector of: Revenue, or of any officer in the army, or of any Judge in tha | , 
Supreme Court, or of any civil ſervant of the ſaid Unitg& Company; and all Wann 1 
contracts and agreements made contrary to this act, with any ſuch Banian, 0 
native Steward, or natiye ſervant, for the purpoſe, of letting or renting any 
farm of land, or of other thing hatſoever, ſnall be deemed and taken to be 
fat thegcegumt. gf the principal, or perſon in whoſe, ſexvice ſuch Banian, na- 


tive Steygrq y ginetiye ſeryant is; and ſuch Banian, native Steward, or native" 
| " M3 : ſervant, | 


(33364 


| k 14 } 

fervanty half account to che ſaid United 'Cimpa the 2 —.— 
ſuch farm of land or ocher thing; which profes Nall Hi u A 
from ſuch principals or perſon in whoſe'fervice ſuch rt — Ste ward, 
or native ſervant was, e the” time hen ſuen contract or agreement was 
. or entered iH. | 
is 47 And be it further onaiRed by the authority: db, That from and after 

ones — al motbpetzes, rights of pre-emption, or preferences, by any autho- 


Hoy, or upon any Pretenee whatſoever, of any commodities or in any of 
an? Pikes faid United Company's ſertlements it "Thats (hall be, ond ary bend +5, 


clared ts be contrary to law, and void. 
And be further anal by the cases, alas That ao debe es be- 
lance exceeding in conſequence of any advance to be made for 


n 1 the making of any mmanufuRture, or for the-purthaſe of materials, by any per- 


fon making the ſame, or to any huſbandmen or actual cultivator of land, for 


(, a raw commodity,” ſhall be recoverable in any Court, or by any action or 
Dy m. fro hor at 2 or by any compulſory or other proceſs or means 4 after | 


nc the ſpace from the time of making the ſaid advances : ud 
that-it hall not be lawful to 3 in any common priſon, or in any 


„% „„ 


lr corrabpp., vate houſe or out. houſe, any perſon Whatſoever, for or by reaſon of any ſuch 


Argh, 


* advaiices,” within the ſaid ſpace of or at any time afterwards. | 

7. And whereas, in and by the faid adt of the thirteenth yeas of thr-eaign of 

is preſent Majeſty, it is enacted, that every preſent, gift, gratuity, donation, 

1 10H or reward, accepted, taken, or received, contrary to the true intent and mean 
ing of the ſaid act, ſhall be deemed and conſtrued to have been received and 


4 ＋ taken to and for the ſole uſe of the ſaid United Company. And'whereas the 


faid proviſion hath been attended with inconvenience; inaſmuch as & hug been 


£7, © 2*Sretended that the fervants of the Company havs liberty to take and receive 


preſents, accounting to the ſaid United Company for the ſame. - Be it there- 


"Y 4 & fore enacted by the authotity aforeſaid, that every ſuch preſent, gift, | quay 


— or reward, accepted, taken, or received, if the * all not be 
CLorruptiꝝ given, to obtain any place, or other object, to which the perſon 4 
ing the 1 ſhall not be entitled, ſhall be returned or re- delivered to the per- 
fon giving the fame, or his repreſentatives, according to the cuſtoms of the. 
country; and fuch perſon, or his repreſentatives,” ſhall and may recover the 
ſame by any ſuit, action, or bill, or other mode of proceeding whatſoever in 
uſe in the place where ſuch vift, gratuity, donation, or reward, | ſhall be -ac- 
| Cepted, taken, or received, brought at any time againſt the perſon to whom 
te ſame War given, or his repreſentatives z and if the ſame was corruptly 3 
ven, to obtain any place, or other object, in or any way relating to the ſaid 
United Company's ſerv ce, then and in that caſe the perſon giving ſhall not be 
entitled to recover the ſame, but the ſame mall be to and for fole uſe of 
the ſaid United Company, as heretofore. 25 
And whereas it may happen, that neither the! [perſon giving tuch preſent, 
gift, gratuity, — or reward, nor the ſaid United r may fue 
for the ſame; * De it therefore enacted, that in caſe the perſon g vg the fame, 
or the ſaid United Company, ſhall not ſve for the ſame 1 months, 
then the ſame ſhall and may be ſued for, and recovered, in manner aforeſaid, 
by any perſon or perſons whatſoever, to and for his and their ſole ufe and benefit. 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon, 
from and after 2 OE contrary to the ſaid act _ che 7 5,94 | 
r of the reign of his t Majeſty, accept, receive, or take, directly or 
SedireMy y, by himſelf,/ or any other n or perſons on his behalf, or for his 
uſe or benefit, of and from any of the Indian Princes or powers, or their Mi- 
niſters or Agents, or any of the natives of Aſia, any preſent, gift, donation, 
tuity, or reward, pecuniary or otherwaye, upon any account, or on — 3 


Frerence whatfoerer; or ny promiſe or <oggemeas for any rl e do 
nation, 


( n3 I 

„ and ſball be therefore legally 
— Calcutta, or in the Mayor's. — 
y's ſettlements, or in any 

try dark * this kingdom, ſuch perſon Aale rn. 
And whereas ſome of the ſervants of the ſaid United 


—— — or — not in * —— of the ald 

en or by them leaſed or farmed out, in or immediately before the y 
hail. be deetned and talcen to be the eſtate and Inheritance of the 
Seen nd and families who then had and held the ſame, unleſs dis- 
poſſeſſed by judgment of ſome competent Court, for ſome crime or miide- 
meanor, or non payment of their rent, and ſhall be from henteforward en- 
joyed by them, und! their heirs and deſcendants, according to the cuſtom of 
the country of or relating to the: ſame, or here the ſame is Had and held, 
without any moleſtation, interruption, or diſturbance whatſoevery. of or by the 

faid . any their Governors, Council, Miniſters, or ſervants. 
Provided always, that nothing herein: contained ſhall be conſtrued to de- 
ain: the aid. United Company of the rent or tribute which ſhall be due or 
_ payable: to them from fuch native landholders, their families or deſcendants, 

or on account of any ſuch land; or to prevent the ſaid United C 

— or taking any, means according to the laws and uſages of the ſaid 
recovering: and o n ſuch rent or tribute. 8 

— 2 the minds of the ſaid native Princes, and preventing 
corrupt practices which may ariſe. from arbitrary alterations of rent or 
_ be it enacted by the authority 8 To the 22 . ſer· 
or payment, agreed to be paid by the ſaid native landholders, in 
—— and —— aforeſaid, to the faid United Company, in or im- 


before the yean ſhall remain and be, and be deemed and 


taken to . the fixed and:permanent rent, tribute, payment, or ſervice, which 
ſhatl be payable to the ſaid United Company by the ſaid native landholders, 
their families, heirs, and deſcendants; and that it thall not be lawful for the 
Governor General and Cuuncil of B or the Governor and Council of 
2 other principal ſettlement, or the Chief and Council of any ſubordinate 

ſettlement, or any other ſervant or agent of the ſaid United Company, to al- 
ter ſuch rent, tribute, fervice, or payment, upon any pretence whatſoever, or 
to exact from or impoſe upbn any ſuch native landholder, his family, heirs, or 
deſcendants, any farther or greater rent, tribute, ſervices or payment, or any 
other charge than'is herein provided. 


And be it forther ended by the authority aforeſaid, That it hall and may | 


be lawful for the Governor General and Council of Bengal to. reſtare, and 
they ate hereby authorized: and required to reſtore to every native landhoider, 
his od or deſcendants, according to the uſage of the country, who ſhall - 
have been removed, or diſpoſſeſſed of his land or territory, the actual poſeſ- 
{on thereof, upon the rent, tribute, ſervice, or payment herein before pro- 
vided; if ſuch native landholder ſhall be willing or defirous- to repotlefs his 
land or territory; ſubje&z peverthelefs, to ſuch farms or leaſes thereof as 
ſhall or may have been made before tube and ſhall be ſtill exiting ; 
and if ſuck native landhplder hall. have quitted, or been diſpoſſeſſed of his land 


or by es » for or upon condition of 'receiving' any penſion of appointment in 
lieu 
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1 1 a4 J 
lies thereof, and hall prefer ſuch penſion or appointment, the ſame: ſhally on 
vo account, or upon no pretence, be diſcontinued, withheld; diminiſhed; or 
taken'away; but ſhall be regularly paid to ſuch native landholder, his family, 
heirs or deſcendants, according as the land or territory was held, and to the 
terms and ſtipulations made with ſuch native landholder; +514 bt on, 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That all native Princes 


and States in Ihdia, who having the management of their on revenues, are 


engaged, by Treaty or otherwiſe, to furniſh or keep up any. body of troops. 
for the defence or ſervice of the faid United. Company, or to pay any tribute 
or ſum of money in lieu thereof, or to keep up or pay any body of Engliſh 
troops; or to pay any tribute or ſum of money in theu/thereof, or who pax 
any tribute or ſum of money for the protection of the ſaid United C nys 
are under the prgtection of his Majeſty, and ſhall not be diſturbed or 
rights according to the laws and uſages of the count 
And whereas ſome of the ſervants of the ſaid United Company have here - 
tafare committed unwarrantable acts in and relative to the territories. and re- 
venues of the native Princes and States under the ſaid United Company's 
protection; Be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That all and 
every of the ſervants of the ſaid United Company, civil and military, ſhall 
be, and are hereby declared to be amenable to the ſaid Commiſſioners ap- 
pointed to manage the affairs of the ſaid United Company, and in and to all 
Courts of Juſtice, (both in India and in Great Britain] of competent juriſ- 
diction to try offences committed in India, for all acts, injuries, wrongs, op- 
preſſions, treſpaſſes, miſdemeanors, crimes, and offences whatſbever, by them 
or any of them done or cominitted in any of the lands or territoties of ſuch 
protected native Princes or States, or again their perſons or properties, or 
the perſons or properties of any of their ſubjects or people, whether the ſame 
were committed under pretence of the order of any native protected Prince, 
or otherwiſe howſoever in the manner as if the ſame had been done or com- 
mitted within the territories directly ſubject to and under the Britiſh govern - 
ment in India. 1 10 FFF 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That no civil or mi- 


Utary ſervant in the ſaid United Company's ſervice, or perſon in the ſervice of 


his Majeſty, ſhall, by himſelf or any agent for him, take upon himſelf to 
collect or farm, or be any way concerned, directly or indirectly, in collection 
ox farming of any of the revenues of ſuch protected native Princes or States. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid; That if any officer, 


civil or military, of the ſaid United Company, ſhall invade or make war upon 


or enter with an armed force, in a hoſtile or offenſive manner, any of the ter- 
ritories of the native Princes or States in India, not under the protection of 
his Majeſty and the ſaid United Company, without expreſs orders in writing - 
from the Governor General and Council of Bengal, ſuch perſon, upon con vic- 
tion thereof, in the Supreme Court of Calcutta, or in any Mayor's Court, in 
any other of the ſaid principal ſettlements, or in the Court of King's Bench, 
or in any other Court which ſhall have juriſdiction to try offences committed 
in India, ſhall be | wm | SY © ER. 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that none of the ſaid 
protected native Princes or States ſhall have any other native Prince or State 
dependent upon him or them, any farther or otherwiſe than as ſuch other na- 
tive Prince or State ſhall have ſtood bound or engaged to ſuch protected native 
Prince or State on or before the year for the payment of any ſum or 
ſums of money, rent, or tribute, or for furniſhing or ſupplying ſome definite 
quota of troops, which troops ſhall not be required or called for without the 
orders of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, or Preſident and 


Council of ſome other principal ſettlements _ 


ts} 
01 Aid de it further enzQed by the authority aforeſaid; that the wget bf he 


Maid proteQed native princes ſhall. be directed and difpoſed of dect to the 
"laws of the country, 5 to ſuch treaties ad HN H hg obo any 7 5 


£ concerning the ſume and that ſuch ſucceffion; ſhall not be ONE 
887 the : 
kits : 


' by will, or in any er manner, contrary to de nc ef the 
- Haith of ſuch treaties," 
And be it furtfler enacted by the authority vfojeraia, that ſuch — Koni 
res or ſtates ſhall not be fete to tent ot "ee, or have any far 
1 any lands whatſoever, of or from the ſaid United 2 n 
And be it further enaCted by the authority aforeſaid, that no ſueh ecke 
1 prince fall de —— to reſide for more than iim any of the 
- ſkid United Co ſettlements, unleſs,” being expblled from or dcn wut & 
. dominions, Itake refuge in the ſaid United Company O territories. | t 
And be it nadie by the authority aforefaii; that from and aten 
<t — not W e Nek, civil or militaty, of the ſuid United c. 
to have or he engaged in the — rae, of any money, or in 
' ahy x money 8 — Rating of any” or in the — wr ng revenues, 
or in by ng of any goods or cbmmodities whatſoever, or in a 
vther tran Slofef of 2 85 or buſineſs wha re with an ſuch proteFed 
"dr other riatlye is re or ſtate; and all ſuchꝭ tra _ and all contract and 
denen er of or tom ngto the ens ate aber lared "oy 1 
on or perfony guilty of any fu offences 0 ans * 
ber herein before jaſt 97 mall ve +0299wu, 5 
And be it further enucted by the "authbritykſdi6ſi, chat it mill not be . 
"Ki for the ſaid protected native princes or ſtates to remove or diſpoſſeſs 
Eemindar, or other native prince, or lan _— der, nor to inereaſe his . 
"Yar 5 beyond chat which was paid by ſuch mindar or native ptince in the 
nor to fürm any land at wy higher or greater rent or tribute than 


The fame in PV BR in the faid year” Lada nor to feſume any | 
9 ire granted t ere before the er 
nd be it a ee by the autho! reſald, that all Zemindats, and 
ve princes 49 „ who ſhall have be fled of their Iandd and ter- 
ner by "lore time ſince ha be reſtored to the poſſeſſion 
and enjoyment I 1a 


And be it dean Wer by the n Abend, that the Nabob of Ar- 
cot, the Rajah NT, ore, or any other Ne. oe native prince in India, ſhall 
not aſſign, mortghges pledge any 9 „or land whatſoever, or the pro- 
duce or revenue thereof, to any Britiſh ſußſect whatſoever ; z neither ſhall it be 
lawful to or for phy Beth ſubject whatſgeve er to cute or teceive any ſuch . 


ment, mortgage, 153 ledge; and the fame ate hereby declared 


all MP or. efies "of produce or ee 1 any ſuch 1 

and may be recoyered back by ſuch” native prince I s or delivering the 

"fame, from | he perfor, or perſons receiving, che ime is or their repteſen- 
? tatives. 


Add be it ehaghet by the authority aforeſaid, Ar ſhall n6t be lawful for 
any Britiſh ſubject whatſoever to have, receive 59 take any payment of m neſs 
roduce, revenue, Zoods, commodities, or etfecls Whatſoever, of or frot 
uch native protected prince, or any agent or "ſervant thereof, for or on actouit 
"of any debt now due, or claimed to be due, from ſych protected, native 7 
except ſuch debts as were conſolidated in the ve ar N d Allowed Ac 
Court of Directors, and by them ordered to be recovered, os proof firſt 
made, to the ſatisfaction of the ſaid Commiſſioners, or ſuch perſon or perſons 
as they ſhall appoint, that ſuch debt was fairly and bona fide contrafted for mo- 
_ ney lent, or goods ſold and delivered, or in ſome open and avowed courſe of 
trade and commerce, and not as or for a reward for any ſeryice' dne ot per- 


formed, or intended to be done or performed, by any ſuch Britiſh ſubjeR, Foe 
| or 
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Cem any's orders) and fi * and diſcharge. thereof, by ſoch in 
3 ub at i: \ſyt 52 as Thal} conbiteg t hd oh 


l ;bited to.be made or done by any law or laws now in force, or hexeafter go be 


force d e any or 
en eee . : . or 

bes Cow 
bop Appoints" wich. the opinion 


an entry, with the nature and par 
or perſons, | 


ce in ſupport thereof, ſhall be made in Ea Tas 
* 5 be it ec enacted TH the — aforlid, thatall d es ans _ 


RO EE Re ales of Te bk Lee rh 


rot) — 


— 2 — 
Th, Pigot, late —— of . ee bo tot 7 
lative; to ſuch diſpn ces by the e Log 
And | de fun — 2 that the 44 — „and 4 
hereby direfted and req =_ and tranſmit 85 the Governor General and 
Council of Bengal, 2 05. refident and 2 ort Saint George, on toor 
by ſach other, p "a or 20 —— they hall fe purpole. ſpecjal ce 
ni evening ders and direQtions, not only to ſettle and termi 
the ſaid * and diſputes, but alſ> to take } AN and « 
. ſtate of the 225 rs, 1 and debts of t che fa A of An add 
Rajah of Tanjore z and to pnguire into * - 


. — of all claims report reap er cn mom Rag e and 
diate] ob ly to make a full report to the ſaid to e 
/ ſuch ways er means ics 4d te bo Lg Ih 


debts as Kal appear to be well founded and contra 120 tees 
Ill eit dealing, or in conſeguency ofoop breach or dif tele the 


5 


the ereditors. of the. fa i lat lg and 15 725 955 vf 


nited Company, and as. 12 0 1 nd igen e to 
the faid Nabob 44 Kah and. a 1555 aber makes full pot 
all their proceedings lan th bal 


. to the Ia " 
ps 7 be it 2 enacted by the eqn rity. ee 1 . 1 5 bien 
or m ave or driven out o eir anos or terri ories at 
any time — the Long . ek be reftored to the poſſeſſion of the ſar 
nd, hold the ſame at ang for the ſame, and no der > _ or tribute as ſüch 
gars paid, or were liable t6 $0 pave on or immediately 
d 3 it is enacted in and by the act of the t Bruns year of the reign 
of bis preſent Majeſty, that the f aid Governor Generil and Council, or the ma- 
Jor part of them, ſhall have ower of ſuperintehding ahd contiouling the 88 
vernment and management o the Pieſidencies of Madras, Bombay, and Bet 
coolen, n ſo fat as that it ſhall not be lawful for any Preſident and 
Council of Madras, Bombay, or Bencoolen, for the time being, to make any 
orders for commencing hoſti ;ttes, or declaring or making war, againſt any In- 
dian princes or powers, or for negociating or concluding any treaty of peace, or 
other treaty, with any ſuch Indian princes or powers, without the conſent and 


nents of the ſaid Governor General and Council firſt had and obtained oo 
t 


2 Ae 

bebe in the caſes of imminent neceſſity, and of ſpecial orders from the ſaid United 
ompany) with power to the ſaid Governor General and Council to ſuſpend any 
Prefident and Council offending in any of the caſes aforcſaid : And whereas 
great diſputes have at different times ariſen reſpecting the extent of the ſaid con- 

trouling power given to the ſa d Governor Gowns and Council, to the em- 
barraſſment and injury of the ſaid United Company's ſervicez For 1em-dy 
whereof, be it enacted and declred, that the ſaid power given to the Goveinor . 
General and Council of Fort William, of ſuperintending and controuling the 
government and management of the Preſidencies of Madras, Bombay, and Ben- 
coolen, reſp: ct vely, doth and ſhall extend to all negociations and caſes whatſo · 
ever, wh. h, though they ſhall not in themſelves be the commencement, or or- 
ders for the commencement, of hoſtiliries, or the declaring or making war, 
againſt any Indian prinees or powers, ſha'l nevertheleſs be of any unwarrantable 
nature or tendency againſt ſuch Indian princes or powers, or ſhall be of a nature 
or tendenty to create diſſatis fact on and alarm among any of them, and conſe- 
quently provoke to bring on and occafivn hoſtilities and war, without dirt ctly 
import ng or lead.ngto the ſame : and in all fuch-cafes, the ſaid Governor Ge- 
neral and Council ſhall have all the powers of ſuſpending, given them in and by 

the ſaid act of the thirteenth year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty; and ſhall 
enter on their minutes of conſultation at large the whole nature of the caſe in 
which, and the reaſons for which, they exerciſe the ſaid powers, and ſhal' tranſ.. 
mit the ſame by the firſt opportunity, to the ſaid Commiſſioners appointed. for 
the management of the affairs of the ſaid United Company: and if the caſe in 
which the ſaid ſup rintendipg, controuling, and ſuſpending powers, or any of 
them, are exerciſed, be ſuch as creates a reaſonable doubt whether the ſ.1d 
powers apply to it, the governments and preſidencies of Madras, Bomb-y, and 
encoolen, are nevertheleſs hereby required to ſubmit and yield obedience to the 
acts of the ſaid Governor General and Council, and to lay the caſe before the 
ſaid Commiſſioners, for their determination thereof. . ae ; 
Ad be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that it ſhall and may be 
lawful to and for the Government and Preſidency of Bombay, whenever and ag 
often as any war againſt the ſaid United Company, their poſſeſſions or depen - 
dencies, ſhall be actually commenced; or the danger thereof is impending and 
imminent, in the Notth-weſt and Weſtern coaſts of India, or in the territories 
adjoining theteto, and in the neighbourhood thereof, or in any part of the ters 
ritories of the ſtates of the Marattas, to make and conclude any treaty or terms 
of peace, truce, or ceſſation of arms, with any of ſuch Indian princes or fates 
actually at war, or about to make war, or for the amity, aſſiſtance, or alliance 
of any other Indian Prince or ſtate, the better to defend the poſſeſſions of the 
faid United Company againſt ſuch war commenced or impending : Provided 
always. that the ſaid Government and Preſidency of Bombay do and ſhall inſert, 
or cauſe to be inſerted, in all and every ſuch treaty herein before mentioned, a 
clauſe er proviſion that the ſame ſhall be null and void, unleſs it ſhall be ap- 
proved and ratified (within a certain reaſonable time therein to be named} by 
the Governor General and Couneil of Fort William; and the ſaid Govern+ 
ment and Preſidency ſhall, and they are hereby required to enter on heir mi- 
nutes of conſultation, at full length, the occaſion of and neceſſity for ſuch po- 
ceedings, with the reaſons upon which they have acted, ani the documents or 
vouchers. (if any there ſhall be) for the facts alledged ; and ſhall tranſmit the 
ſame from time to time, as they ſhall ariſe or happen, and all propoſitions re- 
Jative to the ſame, as they ſhall be made, to the ſaid Governor General ard 
Council of Fort Willi: m, and to the ſaid Commiſſioners appointed to manage 
the affairs of the ſaid United Company, reſpective y; and ſhall obey and follow, 
under the pain of ſuſpenſion, all ſuch orders and directions thereupon as they 
ſha'l receive from the ſaid Governor General of Fort William, until the ſame 
ſhall be altered or corrected by the _ Commiſſioners, 1 
8 n 


11 5 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that the Government 
if and Prefidency of Madras ſhall have the like powers and authorities, under 
It / the ſame limitations and reſtrictions in caſe of war againſt the ſaid United 
HE Company, their poſſeſſions or dependencies, actually commenced, or the danger 
| thereof impen«ing and imminent, on the coaſt of Coromandel, from 5 
to on the coaſt of Malabar, or in the territories adjoining thereto, and 
in the neighbourhaod thereof, | 18 | 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That no Governor 
General, Governor, or Prefident, Member of Council, or other Officer civil 
or military, in the ſervice of the ſaid United Company in India, (Whether 
ſuch perſon ſhall be actually in the execution of his office in India, or ſhall be 
abſent therefrom in Great Britain, or in any other place) or any agent, 1 
Great Britain or India, of any protected or other native Prince in India, hal 
be capable of being a member of, or of fitting or voting in the Houſe of 
Commons: Provided, That every ſuch. perſon, actually a member of the 
Houſe of Commons at the time of paſſing this act, ſhall and may fit and vote 
for and during the remainder of the preſent Parliament. | 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That no perſon having 
been in the civil or military ſeryice of the ſaid United Company, and who 
hath reſigned or quitted the ſame, ſhall be capable of being elected into, or 
of ſitting or voting in the Houſe of Commons, at any time within 
after he ſhall have been returned to and refjdent in Great Britain, or whilſt 
any proceedings in Parliament, or any other public proſecution, ſhall be dey 
pending againſt him for any crimes or offences alledged to have. been com- 
mitted by him whilſt he was in the ſaid ſervice : Provided always, That ſuch 
proceedings or public proſecution ſhall have been commenced before the expi-. 
ration of the ſaid ſpace of after the return of ſuch perſon, and ſhall 
be finally determined within the ſpace of after the commencement. 
thereof; otherwiſe the ſame ſhall not operate to diſable ſuch perſon from 
being elected into, or from ſitting or voting in the Houſe of Commons, un- » 
leſs the delay in ſuch proceedings, or public proſecution, ſhall be at the requeſt, 
or through the default of the party proſecuted. | | | 
And be it further enacted, That all crimes and offences againſt this act may 
be proſecuted in the Supreme Court at Calcytta, or in the Mayor's Court in 
any other of the principal ſettlements in India, or in the Court of King's 
Bench, or any other Court in this kingdom, which ſhall be eſtabliſhed for 
taking cognizance of crimes and offenges committed in India; and all the 
pewers and authorities given to the ſaid Court of King's Bench, in and by 
the ſaid act of the thirteenth year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, = 
not herein otherwiſe provided for, are hereby declared to be extended- to al 
the crimes and offences committed againſt this at : And in all caſes where 
the puniſhment is not herein appointed, the Court in which the conviction 
ſhall take place, ſhall appoint ſuch fine or impriſonment, or both, as they 


PI 

bt 

ES. 
f 


” * _ 
— „ by * 
9 _ 
* * - 


— 5 
K * y . N 
n EET 
1 CR — — — + : : = 
i = 5 2 - — — - 2 - — : . 1 f — ; 
"es —— * —— — — * 3 257 — 2 A — — . 32 D — ” * — 
* 1 * r. OT TINY a n. wa — — = 2 5 — : , 
i 3 op . > — 2 —— wk 2 , — 
* 4 PU A i. — 8 hs jo 5: 1 a . — — 
W . i 8 a a . * — 
p * - * IS. — pan * Fw « 4 
"4 14A 2 % 3 r n 7 8 
| fan. ws — —— 2 
9 h 2 | 


S 


2 
N 


. 
2 7 — ar 


ſhall think proper, provided the fine ſhall not exceed nor the impri- 
ſonment and may, in their diſcretion, ſuperadd the incapacity of 


Grving the ſeid- Voited Company. 
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T E Committee, of Propnietors appointed hy the Votes of the 

General Court of the 22d of Nowember, 1782, and 21/2 of 
Nowember, 1783, „ to watch over the Rights of the Company, 

and maintain their Privileges,”” deeming it their duty to refft the 
idea, fo induſtriouſly propagated, that the Company's want of ready. 
money ariſes from eee F the Company's aſſairs, eres 

tothe public the following Extract from the Report of the Court of 
Director. to the General Court, by which it appears that lofſes and 
diſappointments, to a far greater amount than the ſum wanted, 
lade ariſen from the war in Europe, and other circumſtances, in 
which the Company cannot be blameable, 3 | TT 


% Having thus ſtated the Eſtimates of the Company's Re- 
ceipts and Payments, by which it appears that a ſum equal to 
that now poſtponed by Government muſt be poſtponed or raiſed, 
and that A e time muſt be taken upon the unaccepted Bills, 
your Court of Directors think it proper to ſtate ſome of the 
Ee cauſes from whence this deficiency has ariſen. 
e By the means herein before ſet forth, the arrivals have been 
put ſo much out of their ordinary courſe, that wy thirteen Ships 

Tived in the ſeaſon 1782, and eleven in the ſeaſon 1783, whilſt 
ory hes are left to arrive in 1784, beſide ten more which are 
now abroad, and will, as it is ſuppoſed, be kept in India ſo as 
to arrive in 1785, at the ſame time with moſt of thoſe now un- 
der diſpatch from hence, The Sales of which the Company is 
at the proper time deprived, are not in any adequate degree 
made good by the increaſing amount of the enſuing ones; and 
the amount of the Sales in general has heen of late uncommonly 
curtailed by the prevalence of Smuggling. Duties have been 
laid on ' commodities imported by the Company, eſpecially 
on Tea, amounting to an abſplute prohibition, unleſs the ex- 
cluſive privilege of ſupplying the conſumption could be main- 
tained inviolate ; and the inefficacy of the laws and regulations 
for that purpoſe againſt Smuggling, do not, upon a moderate 
computation, diminiſh the Sales ſo little as a million per annum, 
which wonld be added to the Credit fide of the aboye Eſtimate, 
if Smuggling even Tea alone could be prevented. | os 

The extra demorage, occaſioned by waiting for convoys, 
amounts alone to more than all the poſtponed demand of Go- 

Ry . N | 15 | yernment 


the whole revenue in 2 heh Dr © Feral to 
for Rn and China 


ww * 


5 AO! 


{© 2 The Contr) eſtra ak 
Morag credit: io felleve Wel, tin | 
i ay rhe qr en of the we no 1 42 


NG ir Arid Finally; 7 


0 
E 


e 

ef which thoſe bills. wars 4 | 

_ uncommon diſaſter; © beyond; 
navigation, befalls che Cotnpan 


ean never be-withdut godds in their ws | 
are always. kept ant the loele df -Goveryinenit)' or 


ſuperior do the whole amoumt at any time'necefſary 10 be ſo olt- 

page un the return; of Peake opiha an immtediste pre 
from the rey ende uf ſufficiefit' o gives pe dy 
very diſtreſs which the wat has brodFht ape f 


e . E a 
r 


DE ad 


ut 


ä 


— n — 3 —— 


1 


U z Bobs © b . 
| wh - | "PF | 4 
The Depates 

, 


4" "Time," and 41 Deb beter „ 1 


7 th ie woill be publiſhed in 4 few! Days: 
G. Kearſe, as 4 eee of: His, Pi 


© - * 
N Y? 33.4 &.- ad 8K 8 


w 2 — * 
f % «4 > ts 
4:8. f 5 44 + * 49 — 


in 9 


1 
* 


* * 5 a i 
23 nnen e 24948 82 3% 


